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End of Term Closing
Times
Thursday 17 June:
Class 1, 2 end at 12.30pm
Class 3, 4 end at 12.45pm
Class 5, 6, 7 end at 13.00pm

Friday 18 June:
Class 1, 2 end at 11am
Class 3, 4, end at 11.15am
Class 5, 6, 7 end at 11.30am

Trustee
Communication
Corner
Call for Nominations for the
2021-22 Board of Trustees.
Please see page 2.

Next PEP Workshop
The next Parent Enrichment
Programme event will be held
on Saturday 31 July. The focus
will be on the teaching of Art.

Kindergarten
Open Day
Please Save the Date:
Tuesday 27 July from 2-4pm.
More details on page 7.

Tel. 021 797 9728

This is the time of year when we look
forward with great excitement to our
preparations for our St John’s Festival.
This is such a favourite Festival and,
even though we are going through a
challenging time filled with insecurities
and fears, our Primary School Faculty is
committed to bringing the light and
warmth of this Festival to all our
children. We need courage, kindness
and light to brighten our inner, as well
as our outer, journeys as we navigate
our way through the dark moments.
Festivals are there to help us through
challenging times as well as joyous
ones, and they inspire us to see beyond
our daily world and to find the wisdom
and spiritual renewal which give us
strength and enthusiasm for the
future.
Although we still have many
restrictions in place, we wish to create
a celebration that will truly shine light
and joy into our community. Although
we are unable to celebrate St John’s at
school with a lantern walk, we would
still like to bring our community
together to share the light of the
lanterns.
We will celebrate at school with all the
children in their classrooms with their
lanterns, a special St. John’s story, soup
and bread but we would also like to
invite you all to a voluntary lantern
walk in the evening.

"Thank You, Class 5!"
Dear Class 5,
On behalf of the school
community, the College of
Teachers wishes to thank you
warmly for a wonderful Big
Walk. It was a well organised,
happy and social community
event which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all. We also
appreciated the effort put into
ensuring that the environment
benefitted as well.
With thanks and best wishes
The College of Teachers

Fax 021 797 1207

Lanterns
made by
Class 7s
for the
St John's
Festival.
See also
page 14

info@michaeloak.org.za
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www.michaeloak.org.za

St John's Festival

We look forward to sharing light and song
at Keurboom Park on Thursday 17th June.
Gather at 5:45pm under the pine trees close to the road.
Park along Squirrels Way/Fairfield Road.

Lantern Procession to begin at 6pm
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Dear Michael Oak Community
The Nominations Committee of the Board of Trustees of
Michael Oak Waldorf School, is soliciting nominations for
parents interested in becoming a part of our board. If you
know someone who has the interests of the school at heart; is
willing to become more involved with its governance processes
and who would make a valuable contribution to the Board,
please nominate them (with their consent). And yes, you are
very welcome to nominate yourself.

How is the school governed?
Michael Oak Waldorf School is run through a partnership
between the College of Teachers and the Board of Trustees,
with the College responsible for the daily running of the school
and all pedagogical matters, and the Trustees being
responsible for administrative, financial and legal matters,
including the long-term sustainability of the school.
The Board of Trustees is elected on an annual basis, and is
currently composed of 4 teachers (appointed by the College of
Teachers) and 8 parent trustees (elected at the Annual General
Meeting - the AGM - which will take place on Thursday, 26
August).

Call for Nominations for the
2021/2022 Board of Trustees
the sustainability and success of the school relies on
retaining institutional knowledge. We thus, ideally, are
looking for candidates who have capacity to make a multiyear commitment to serving in the role.
• Soft skills: An openness to look at information without
prejudice or personal agenda, and with the best interest of
the school at the core. Dedication to healthy communication
& collaborative thinking and working.
• Nominees should preferably have been parents at Michael
Oak for at least a year and have been involved in a subcommittee, working groups, or as a class link, so that they
have a fair knowledge of the workings of the school.

Application process
• An application consists of:
• The name of the nominee and who the person was
nominated by;
• A CV for the nominee; and
• A half-page motivation from the nominee, setting out
why they would like to serve as a trustee and what they
think they can bring to the Board.

The Chair of the Board is elected annually at the first Trustee
meeting of the year, which is scheduled to take place in
September.

• Please include all of the above information and email it to
Lynn Kerchoff at lkerchhoff@michaeloak.org.za or drop it off
at the office.

Roles & Responsibilities of a Trustee

• All current board members and prior nominees who wish to
be considered by the Nominations Committee are asked to
re-submit their applications.

Trustees meet approximately once a term and their work is
supported by several sub-committees and working groups,
who also meet approximately once a term. Most trustees serve
on (or lead) at least one sub-committee. In addition, there are a
number of joint sessions together with the College of Teachers
for planning, budgeting and visioning.
In practical terms being a trustee means committing personal
time, skills / experience in a fiduciary role for the oversight of
the affairs of the School. The position requires a commitment
to act with integrity and in the interests of the entire Michael
Oak community. The work is voluntary, requiring
approximately 8-10 hours per month and is both challenging
and complex, while at the same time being hugely enriching
and rewarding.

What are we looking for in the make‐up of the
Board?
• Skills: We need a wide range of professional skills, such as
legal, financial, marketing and HR.

• All applications will be reviewed by the Nominations
Committee, which is made up of 6 individuals connected to
the school (2 trustees, 2 teachers and 2 parents) who work
together to select the slate of candidates to be voted on at
the AGM. This year’s committee includes:
• 2 Trustees: Jon Duncan & Claudia McCaig
• 2 Teachers: Vincent Message & Leigh Whitesman
• 2 Parents: Shamiema McLeod & Natasha Kannemeyer
• Closing date for nominations is Friday 16 July 2021.

On behalf of the Michael Oak Nominations Committee
Jon Duncan
————————————————————————————

Nominations process

• Diversity: We want a group that is inclusive in terms of
gender, race, socio-economics and disability.

Call for nominations starts = Saturday 12 June

• Ethos: Understanding of and commitment to Waldorf
education and governance structures and/or willingness to
learn.

NomCom process = Monday 19 July to Friday 30 July

• Continuity: For the board to operate optimally, continuity of
skills and knowledge from existing Trustee members is
important. Learning how this structure works takes time and

Publish final slate = Saturday 7 August

Deadline for submitting nomination = Friday 16 July
NomCom submits list to incumbent Chair of the Board = Monday 2
August
Election at AGM = Thursday 26 August

A Few More Photos from

"Thank You!" to all
our sponsors for
your generous
support
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Class 3's will eat well from their veggie garden next term!

Planted just a few weeks ago, all the veggies are doing well. Says Andre van Blerk, Class 3 teacher, "We spent a lot of time preparing the soil properly first."

ULTIMATE FRISBEE

More accolades for Michael
Oak’s frisbee team

STUDENT EXCHANGE (High School)
Are you a Michael Oak High School parent? Would you like your
teenager to go on an exchange visit to Europe? We have
applications from two students and would like to find "exchange
partners" to make the exchange possible.
Manon Bohren is currently in Class 10 at
Steinerschule Aargau in Switzerland and would
like to visit Michael Oak from July to December
2021 (dates negotiable).
Alma Eidel, currently in Class 10 at Freie
Waldorfschule Kleinmachnow, Germany, would
like to vist us starting in August 2021.
If you are interested in either of these exchange
possibilities, or would like to find out how the
exchange system works, please email
lkerchhoff@michaeloak.org.za as soon as
possible.

Michael Oak continues to dominate the school frisbee scene,
having not lost a game since 2016. Recently a socially
distanced and well-masked mini-tournament was held for
school-aged players. The format was a round robin ‘hat’
tournament – where teams were made by drawing names
from a hat (not literally, we live in a digital age…).
The Moakies, some of whom have played for several years,
were clearly amongst the most skilled players, although there
were no visible distinctions in spirit, enthusiasm or enjoyment.
Alen Angel Wanless (pictured left) won the prize for male
‘Most Valuable Player’ of the tournament. His team also won
the tournament, having gone undefeated despite some
outsized opposition! Athaan Casoojee (pictured right) won
the prize for ‘best throw of the tournament’ for an incredible,
pin-point forehand flick of some 20 m, that arced high
through the air and curved around defenders to land safely in
the hands of a teammate in the 'goal zone' for the score! Many
thanks to the UCT players who organized, assisted the teams,
kept the players safe and donated food and prizes, and
Westerford High for hosting.
— Ross Wanless
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Playgroup Fun
Playgroup children and parents met for a walk along
the Alphen Trail. Lots of fun was had on that warm
autumn afternoon .

Around and about the Playgroup classroom
and garden at school.

Photos: Alison Tobler
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Kindergarten
The 'younger children' in the kindergarten have been making seed
circles to hang fromthe ceiling (top photo) while the 'older children' have
been busy making god's eyes.

What is Unique about
Waldorf Education?
PARENT ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMME (PEP)
We warmly invite you to take part in the
next Parent Enrichment Workshop on
Saturday 31 July. The topic is ART.
The workshop will take place in the Big Hall and we ask
you to please arrive in good time for a prompt start.
Please note that no prior artistic work or experience is
necessary!
The PEP series aim to broaden and deepen parents’
knowledge and understanding of Waldorf Education. The
overall theme is: What is Unique about Waldorf
Education? Each Saturday morning session will start with
an Introductory Talk followed by a more specific Topic Talk
covering an aspect of Waldorf Education. There will be
time for questions, and each morning will include some
practical experiential activities.

The programme for Saturday 31 July 2021
will follow early next term.
Overview of upcoming Workshops:
Term 3:

Art Workshop - 31 July 2021
Craft Workshop - 21 August 2021.

Term 4: High School Focus - Waldorf vs Mainstream - 16 October.
Music Workshop - 6 November 2021

Join us on Tuesday 15 June at 8pm for a
conversation with and for parents of LGBTQI+
children. Our speakers are Gender Dynamix,
Marion Stevens, Carol Musikanth, and the Trans
Parents Support group.
Please use the following link to register for the Zoom link:
https://forms.gle/HU4Tx9zcPc1kgeM27
Anil Padavatan is a health and human rights activist who is currently
Programmes Manager at Gender Dynamix. He will be speaking about
the basics a parent should know, such as why pronouns are important.
Marion Stevens will be drawing on her academic and parenting
experience to speak about queer socialisation and active parenting.
Carol Musikanth is a psychotherapist specializing in trauma and
gender studies and serves on the Committee of the Grooteschuur
Hospital Transgender Clinic. She will draw from her work to speak
about how families of queer-identifying children can support them.
Cara is a founder of Genderwear, a company that makes genderaffirming and -inclusive underwear. She is also the co-admin of the
Trans Parents Support Group and will be speaking about the goals and
purpose of the support group, as well as highlighting similar useful
resources.
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Interesting Things Our Parents Do!

Taxis and art:
Rethinking ‘Cape Malay’ and
‘Coloured’ identity
Artist [and Michael Oak parent] Thania Petersen has embarked on a project to bring
art into minibus taxis. As a pilot for the project, she covered a taxi in artwork that
interrogates the construction of ‘Cape Malay’ and ‘Coloured’ identity and proposes a
way forward.
Since the beginning of May 2021, one particular minibus taxi that traverses the route
between Hanover Park and the Cape Town city centre has been covered in artwork
by Cape Town-based artist Thania Petersen. The 40-year-old artist’s work has been
collected and exhibited widely, from the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa in
Cape Town to the World Cultures Museum Rotterdam in the Netherlands to the
Smithsonian Museum in Washington DC, through to Brazil’s Oscar Niemeyer
Museum Curitiba, to name a few.
Her practice, which incorporates photography, video, performance and multimedia
installations, tackles issues of identity, often referencing cultural and religious
practice among Muslims, as well as South Africa’s “coloured” or “Cape Malay”
community, both terms she doesn’t consider to be appropriate in identifying what
she proposed should be called a “creole community”.
It was her latest video art piece that sparked the idea to make her work accessible to
the thousands of taxi commuters who might otherwise not see it. “After I made the
film I thought, ‘okay, so the film is going to the Smithsonian in Washington…It’s here,
it’s there’, but the place that inspired it has no access to it; that made no sense to
me, I felt uncomfortable. And I thought, How can I get this to be seen? And then I
thought, well, the taxi makes sense. Because the taxi was my inspiration in the first
place. If it wasn’t for the taxi the work wouldn’t exist,” Petersen explains. ...
The film, which will play in the taxi for a period of six months, is a 12-minute long
audio-visual feast that takes viewers through several “stereotypes that were used to
create and impose an identity on us as a community.” ...
She hopes that this will be a pilot for a programme that can spread across Cape Town
and the country, with many more artists and taxis participating.
Petersen says: “We’re hoping that over the six-month duration of this first project, we
will get more taxis on the road featuring work by more artists. That’s the big idea.”

Thania Petersen (left) standing with taxi owners
Fatimah Dyason (middle) and Ziyaad Dyason (right).
Images: Amin Gray
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Although the current taxi will continue transporting commuters on its route over the
six month period, the project was launched as part of the Cape Town public arts
festival, (Un)Infecting the City (previously Infecting the City, curated by Professor Jay
Pather, who is also the director of University of Cape Town’s (UCT) Institute for the
Creative Arts (ICA).

Kindergarten
Open Day

When Petersen embarked on the project, realising that she did not have the funds to
bring it to make it a reality, she contacted Pather, who loved the idea and brought it
on board as part of the festival.

Tuesday, 27 July 2‐4pm.

“Jay really enabled the pilot taxi for the project that we’re hoping is going to go on
until we take over the whole transport system of South Africa,” says Petersen. With
the help from (UN)Infecting the City, Petersen was then able to get funding that
would get the artwork on the taxi. However, she is clear that this is not a profit-driven
initiative. “I’m not taking a salary out of this and neither is anyone else. Even the
people that did the vinyl gave it to us at a [significant] discount.” ...
As the project develops, Petersen hopes to have variety beyond visual art. “I am
hoping to work with poets as well. Imagine a whole taxi with poetry; even stitching
the poetry into the seat covers so that when you’re sitting there you can read; and
then having the poetry readings on the screen. It’s endless. You could have theatre
productions and dance productions on the screens. Imagine one day you can choose
what taxi to climb into based on whether you feel like theatre or poetry or an art
documentary that day,” says Petersen.
DAILY MAVERICK / MAVERICK LIFE
This is an edited version of an article
by Malibongo Tyilo which ﬁrst appeared
in the Daily Maverick, 1 June 2021. To
read the complete article click on the
link HERE

What is unique about Waldorf Education
in the Kindergarten?
Overview, Meet the Teachers, Circle Time
Experience, Questions & Answers
Childminding will be available.
Booking is essential.
Contact Lynn Kerchhoff at
lkerchhoff@michaeloak.org.za

Listen to a Cape Talk
radio interview with
Thania HERE

A Visit Day can be booked at the Open Day to
observe Kathy’s Kindergarten class.

8

Class 8 :
Poetry
Main Lesson

In the Class 8 Poetry Main Lesson, students wrote poems in many different
styles, including haikus, black-out poetry, cinquains, couplets, and more.
Blackout poetry entails choosing a newspaper article at random and blacking
out all the words that don't belong to the emerging poem.
More will be featured in the next few Leaflets.

Blackout Poem by MINHA ABBAS

Four Poems by NIKHIL GATES

PROTEST POEM
Don’t talk too fast
don’t walk too slow
my religion they can never know
be on time for work
kids on time for school
the colour of my skin their suspicions fuel
checked daily ﬁve times at least
to ensure my mind won’t be at peace
cameras, cameras everywhere
my every move to the government shared
if committing a crime they think I’ve thought
to a camp I’ll be brought

UNTITLED
Why do we look out the window
When all that you can see
Can be felt if you go outside
and then you will be free?
Why sacriﬁce the wonders of the world
When it is here for you and me?
We live in a world we’ll never fully explore
Why conﬁne ourselves to a plea?
We live in a world full of wonder
Yet escape it for a screen
We say we’ve seen the whole world
But haven’t explored the sea
We live in a world full of tragedy
We’re killing oﬀ all the bees
But still we sit in a room (not lit)
Alive not long we’ll be

EZRA POUND COUPLET

HOME

Leaves falling oﬀ a tree
People having a falling out.

We have a home for everything
Pencils, paper, pens
But we have no home for humans
They’re told to go out and fend.

Class 8 : Poetry Main Lesson

continued

Two Poems by SUSIE MAJOR

Poem by ZADIE PRINCE
A SWIM IN THE SKY
Small clouds
Big clouds
Swim in the sky
Saying ‘hi’ to birds as they ﬂy by
Their peace and tranquility is so sweet
Like a bird giving a quick ‘tweet tweet’
But peace does not stay long
Soon thunder will sing its song
As the clouds darken and deform
And lightning bears a storm
Crackle, crackle, boom!
We fall to our doom!
……
Oh, but look, there the sun is
He shall always rise again
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AFRIKAANS : KLAS 2

KLAS 4
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KLAS 4

Public Lectures
Southern Cross Eurythmy Therapy
Training once again open their doors to
anyone interested in participating in our
Medical lectures.
This module we have the following
lectures open to the public.
Our venue is THE MANOR HOUSE,
BUITENVERWACHTING,
Klein Constantia Road, Contantia

1. Dr. Raoul Goldberg
ONCOLOGY
21 - 25 June, 4 - 5pm.

2. Dr. Pieter Wildervanck
from Arlesheim Clinic, Switzerland
IMMUNE AND AUTO-IMMUNE
SCEROTIC/INFLAMMATORY
RHEUMA/GLANDULAR
THYROID, PITUITARY,
PINEAL GLANDS
Online from 28 June to 2 July,
11am to 12.30pm

3. Judith Tabberner
ORGANS
From 5 - 9 July, 9.30 - 11 am.

Cost: R75 per lecture
Booking is essential as numbers are
restricted
Julia O'Leary 076 904 7632
juliaoleary021@gmail.com
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Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

LOST: SHOE
Ingrid Salzmann lost one of
her shoes in the street close
to school. Did anyone find
the right-foot shoe lying in
the street?
If so please
return it to Reception for
Ingrid to collect.

WINTER HOLIDAY GETAWAY
Pringle Bay ... Warm and spacious, family friendly holiday home in
Pringle Bay. Large garden, walking distance to town and beach and
pet friendly. Sleeps 8 people comfortably. Great for one or two
families. R1500 per night. Available from 16th June to 13th July.
Please contact Nick on (c) 082 831 2730.

HS PUPIL LOOKING FOR BOARDING & LODGING
We are looking for boarding & lodging during the school week for
our 17 year old daughter, Zintle, who is currently in class 10 at
Michael Oak. We will relocate to Kenilworth before the end of year,
having just purchased a house close to school. We currently reside
in Stellenbosch, while Zintle stays with a Waldorf family during the
week.
However, as their son is returning home in August we need to
secure alternative accommodation for the 3rd and, possibly, 4th
term. Zintle is a quiet and conscientious teenager who is selfreliant. If you would like to discuss the possibility of providing
boarding and lodging, including a light breakfast, lunch snack for
school and one cooked meal per day, from Monday to Friday, at a
maximum of R5,500 p/m please contact: Gideon 082 853 9368 or
Elizabeth 082 839 7044.

LIFT‐SCHEME sought for Rondebosch/Newlands area
Are you considering a lifting arrangement, either mornings/
afternoons or just afternoons?
We live just off main road on the
border between Newlands and Rondebosch and looking to begin a
lifting arrangement from Term 3. If you’re interested, please contact
Nadya via email: nwynchank@gmail.com

ADVERTISING IN THE LEAFLET:
Donations for Display Adverts and Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a contribution to our
Bursary Fund. Minimum donation R30.
Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900, Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Adverts will only be published a maximum of 3 times per school term.

DEADLINE for all adverts is Thursday 12 noon

Parents who wish to support ZipZap can do so by
purchasing one of their books -- "I Can Fly".
Full details on their website HERE

POSTPONED
New date TBC

‘I Can Fly’ is Zip Zap’s ﬁrst children’s storybook enabled through a
crowdfunding campaign undertaken in 2018. This is a novel children’s
storybook written by child psychologist, Jana van Niekerk (Dr. Zizz) and
illustrated by a talented Zip Zap student, Ayanda Nombelwu. The
storybook is designed to inspire children to dare to dream and to remind
them that anything is possible if you believe in your dream.
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Continued on next page
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More Lanterns by Class 7
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Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

