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Covid Corner
By Monday 3rd August the
school will have welcomed back
ten classes, ranging from matric
to class 2.
The Covid team would like to
thank everyone who has played
a role in ensuring that the return
of these classes has been a
relatively painless experience.

Tel. 021 797 9728

Fax 021 797 1207

www.michaeloak.org.za

Class 6 Focus on The Roman Empire
Class Sixes have been
exploring the Roman Empire
in their latest main lesson.
Under the guidance of
teachers Christine Blankers
and Holly Armstrong, they

• From the support staff who
clean and sanitize toilets twice
a day, who carry and move
desks and build blackboards in
addition to their daily tasks.

have looked at Roman

• To the Admin staff who are
here bright and early putting
out tables, signage and
registers and answering a
myriad questions.

well-known architectural

architecture, history, and
culture and made magnificent
models of some of the most
masterpieces from the
Roman era.

• To Justus at the gate, who, by
now, must have taken the
temperature of every person
who has crossed our
threshold.
• To the parents who have
offered up time and given
their open-hearted energy to
manning tables with
welcoming warmth.
• To the children who have
come back with bright eyes
and smiles into a very
different environment to the
one they left behind another
life time ago.
• To the teachers, who daily
have to manage teaching in
class, monitoring safety
protocols and work on-line…..
• To everyone – THANK YOU.
The Covid Team.

We wish all our
Muslim families a
joyous Eid ul Adha

info@michaeloak.org.za

31 July 2020
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Class 6
The Roman Empire

CLASS 12 DRAMA 2020

“Season Drawing to a Close!”

Play all the videos in sequence by clicking on the playlist arrow.
When you have opened Youtube, you can also choose individual
performances rather than the full playlist.
Rave reviews have been pouring in. As word of these outstanding performances spreads, there has been a
request that we extend the availability of these video performances so that Michael Oak talent is appreciated
and our students given the recognition they deserve.

The Class 12's worked extremely hard last term to bring

you a few minutes of individually-selected poetry, drama or prose.
* THE MOST IMPORTANT THING FOR THEM IS AN AUDIENCE!
* PLEASE MAKE TIME TO CLICK ON THEIR LINKS...
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Hear Derek Gripper
on Saturday night

World renowned master-guitarist (and
Michael Oak parent) Derek Gripper will
livestream a concert on Saturday August 1,
at 8pm. It took Gripper hours of painstaking
work to transcribe note-for-note the
complex compositions of Malian kora player
Toumani Diabaté and find a way of playing
them on six-string guitar. He has been
performing this music in concert halls
around the world, from Carnegie Hall to the
Royal Albert Hall, in the past 10 years and
will now present an online concert from his
Kenilworth home. You can also hear
Gripper’s latest music from his record A Year
of Swimming. Tickets cost R80. Book
through Quicket.

Invitation to All
Michael Oak Parents
Dear Parents, We invite you to
make use of the Leaflet to
advertise your business (at no
cost to you).
Whether you are an IT specialist,
tax consultant, bookkeeper,
dressmaker, electrician, webdesigner – or whatever your
speciality – please use these
pages to tell everyone what you
can offer.
We are sure there will be
someone in our community who
can make use of your services.
Send your details to
leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Please diarise the date of our AGM:
Thursday 27 August

2020 TERM DATES
Term 3: ends on 18 September
Term 4: 6 October – 3 December

Reception Office Hours
Please note the current Reception office
hours:
Mon to Thurs:

07h00 – 14h30

Friday:

07h00 – 14h00

News courtesy Southern Suburbs Tatler, 30 July 2020.
Photo: Kevin Peterson

Class 6 Puppet Shows
in the Leaflet next week
Last Term the Class 6’s spent their time creating
beautiful shadow Puppet Theatres.
Woven out of the stories they were told in their Africa
Main Lesson, the children made wonderful story
images and Shadow puppets that brought these
African Folklore tales to life.
Enjoy watching these in next week's Leaﬂet.
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Goethean Observation
(with a Tiny Twist of Biomimicry)
Lee Smit‐Gardner
As a biologist with a passion for Nature, I am only too aware of all of
the environmental crises we are facing. The Biomimicry principles and
meme has been one of the brightest lights in that dark knowledge.
When applied in it’s full complexity it provides a way into a future that
encourages healing for Gaia and thus for future humanity.
In 2015, while mentoring a Design Master’s student who was
researching how to bring Biomimicry into schools, I spent long hours
contemplating the meeting point of Waldorf Education and Biomimicry.
Eventually, it became obvious to me that they meet perfectly in the
realm of Observation.
Biomimicry’s essential principle is “Learning from Nature”, as opposed
to the classic academic principle of learning “about” Nature. Since this
awakening, Observation became the focus of my class 11 Botany Main
lesson – encouraging the students to spend time outdoors with the
plants which offer themselves perfectly to “sitting-still” observations.
We usually do this around the school and in our world class Botanical
Gardens. This year, due to our unusual circumstances, this was not that
simple. However, I will find a way to weave it into their Class 12
Zoology Main lesson.

“If we want to attain a living
understanding of nature, we
must become as flexible and
mobile as nature herself.”
‐ Goethe

I must confess that the original documents that informed the following
steps (see below) are not referenced, so here they are as slightly
plagiarised and modified by me.
In the Observation project for this year’s class 12’s I twisted the last
step to give it a very gentle Biomimicry slant – my apologies to Goethe,
but I think he would approve if he were still alive. The question that was
posed here was, “What can this animal teach us as humans?” This was
to bring the nature of the animal in its being into a place of connection.
The hope here is that this would allow Nature to teach us how best to
care for her. Class 12's came up with some very delightful teachings.
See their work on these pages.

This year’s class 12’s however, had that opportunity last year, so we
took the Goethean Observation a little further and gave it a tiny and
gentle twist into Biomimicry, just to plant a new seed.

The classic steps in a Goethean Observation are as follows:Step 1. Exact Sense Perception - Perception
First the focus is on the detailed observation of the facts we can perceive through all our
senses while suspending all form of personal judgement, classification and evaluation. This
step is assisted by detailed drawings as well as clear verbal or written descriptions. The
thinking mind is meant to be suspended to observe as clearly as possible.
Step 2. Exact Sensorial Fantasy - Imagination
Now imagination is used as a tool of scientific investigation and as the key to entering
another way of knowing. At this stage the organism being observed is considered as a living
organism in process and not frozen in time. So to consider the past and the future so we
begin to see movement and transition. For those who want to develop their imagination
further this could be extended to consider different transformations from what we have in
our memory.
Step 3. Seeing is Beholding - Inspiration
Now the aim is to suspend our thinking and perception and, as much as possible, only
receive. We simply behold the phenomenon in the living awareness that we reached through
the use of our imagination. We “allow the thing to express itself”. What is expressed is the
being of the phe nomenon, something of its essential nature. The experience of this step is
best expressed in emotional language, and through gestures, poetry, painting, or other art
forms. The phenomenon now takes the active role and so we offer the phenomenon our
human capacity for conscious awareness so that it can express itself.
Step 4. Being One with the Object - Intuition
Being one with the object allows an appreciation of the content or meaning of the form of
the phenomenon as well as the form itself. This takes us into the realm of “intuition”. It is an
opportunity for real connection with the phenomenon and takes us beyond the realm of
perception, imagination and inspiration, into a deeper more meaningful connection in order
to “serve” the phenomenon into the future by bringing our human capacity into the
relationship.
This is the most difficult aspect and requires an openness and willingness to dive in beyond
the first three steps.

by Ella

Goethean Observation
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continued

1. A horse has a long tail, and long thick neck, short hair,
muscular torso, an elongated head. The sound it makes is
called a neigh, which is sometimes a greeting to other
horses. the smell of a horse is comforting and pleasant,
however in winter time they grow a long hair coat, which
smells a bit like a wet dog when it sweats.
I found on the internet that this amazing animal can sleep
both lying down and standing up, they can also run shortly
after birth! A domestic horse has a lifespan of around 25
years, however there is a 19th century horse named 'Old
Billy' that is said to have lived for over 62 years. Another
amazing thing about this animal is that they can look
forward with one eye and backward with the other.
3. I receive the signification of overcoming obstacles, and
how you should carry yourself. This animal gives me the
reminder to take care of my emotional, mental and spiritual
well-being.
4. We can take the importance of responsibility, punctuality,
sportsmanship, commitment, confidence and self-esteem
from a horse. What we say doesn't really matter, words
don't matter it's your body language that matters. An
example of learning an important lesson from horses is the
story of a horse that dragged a poor, unsuspecting boy to
the ground a million times until the boy finally realised that
enough is enough, finding the confidence to tell the horse to
knock it off, and the horse listened. Imagine the impact of
that kind of intereaction can have on a timid child.

by Jia

by Lutho
by Vashti

KINDERGARTEN

More next week

WORK IN PROGRESS ... Weaving
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Class 8 English project
Our wonderful Class 8s, enduring distance learning for the longest, were challenged
to recreate an artwork at home as part of an English project. The results have been
creative, funny and sometimes remarkably accurate. See for yourself...
- Nicola Elliott

Olaudah Equiano

Boy with Rabbit by Henry Raeburn

Re-creation by Darrell

Re-creation by Gabriel
Diego on my mind by Frida Kahlo

Re-creation by Rachel

Peasant Woman Against a Background of Wheat by Van Gogh
Self-portrait with Loose Hair by Frida Kahlo

Re-creation by Elisha

Re-creation by Hanaan

Woman with Bird Pablo Picasso

Re-creation by Anna

The Blue Boy by Thomas Gainsborough

Re-creation by Michael
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The Desperate Man by
Gustave Courbet
Re-creation by Melissa

Teaching Positions Offered at Michael Oak
HIGH SCHOOL

Self-portrait 1889

Vincent van Gogh

Re-creation by Asher

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Tourist Information by Banksy. Re-creation by Ezra

More next week!
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Services
provided by
our
contractors:

OUR SOCIAL purpose is your peace of mind
Fix Forward is a social enterprise aimed at creating opportunities
for contractors from lower income areas. Founded in 2012 by
Josh Cox the company has since serviced more than 5000 happy
clients and trained more than 250 contractors.

Electrical
Painting
Plumbing
Building
Welding
Tiling
Paving
Handyman
Waterprooﬁng
Carpentry
Rooﬁng

“The inspiration to start Fix Forward came after I helped
Simon, a friend from Diepsloot township,” explains Josh.
“He runs a small business doing building renovations, and
asked me to write him a reference letter and make business
cards for him. These simple tools, and the added credibility,
enabled him to secure significantly more clients. I realised
that similar support given to other contractors could have a
real impact.”
— Josh Cox, Founder & CEO

www.fixforward.com

Mandatory Hearing and Speech Screening
For those Kindergarten children ready to progress to Class 1 2021, Classes 1 & 2 and Class 8 learners

Wednesday 2 to Friday 4 September
Young children can be prone to frequent ear infections and may
have a middle ear infection without knowing it. This may show
itself for example if your child has difficulty taking or following
instructions, acting out behaviourally or not being able to
differentiate sounds (at a crucial time in their learning). It is
most important that any speech and/or hearing problem be
detected as early as possible, in order to monitor or rectify the
situation effectively.
Hearing and Speech screening will be performed by an
experienced Speech Therapist & Audiologist, Patsy Gevisser
from Wednesday 2 to Friday 4 September. These tests are
obligatory for children moving from Kindergarten to Class 1 in
2021, unless they are being treated, or were privately tested.
All Children in Classes 1, 2 and Class 8 this year will be
tested unless you inform us in writing why this won’t be



necessary (please indicate on the reply slip). If your child is
absent on the day of the test, it will be necessary for you to
have him/her tested privately, and to provide the teacher with
the results for records purposes.
Please note that language skills are not evaluated at this screening.
The relevant referrals will be recommended however, where
necessary, and after consultation with the teacher.
This is also not an auditory processing screening.
We strongly advise that all learners where there are
concerns - who have behavioural or academic difficulties,
make use of this screening.
For a nominal fee of R100.00 your child's speech and hearing
can be screened. The cost will be added to your school fees
account. All parents are invited to make use of this service.

SPEECH and HEARING TESTS : REPLY SLIP for ALL non mandatory learners
Child’s Name :
Teacher :

…………………....……….........……….....……………….........……………………..

……………………….........………….........…………………………..

Has your child had any ear infections?

Class :

………….........………………

………………

Yes / No

Is your child currently receiving speech and/or language therapy?
If Yes, please give details:

Date of Birth :

Yes / No

……………….........…………………….........……………….........……………….........……………….........……………….....……
………………………...….........……………….........……………….........……………….........……………....…………………………

Please arrange to have my child’s hearing and speech tested.
I agree that the cost of R100 can be added to my school fees account.
Do NOT arrange Hearing & Speech tests. My child’s hearing was tested in 20 ….

Parent’s signature:

……………………………………………………….

Date: …………………

99

Timetable of Extramural Art
Classes for Michael Oak
Our timetable has now settled down peacefully for this term,
with times for classes on Zoom or in-person classes. We have
a maximum of 6 children, either way.
The child-friendly Zoom classes work well with our small
groups and good interpersonal contact.
The in-person classes take place at a beautiful and wellventilated self-contained venue, on Sue’s property in
Constantia (a short drive from Michael Oak), with thorough
Covid protocols. We often work outside. Lifts are sometimes
arranged.
Children may join in any time, with pro rata fees.
We return to Michael Oak when extramurals start again,
possibly only next year.
Days and times:
• Wednesday 4.00 pm - 5.00 pm (Zoom class)
• Thursday 2.30 pm – 3.30 pm (in-person class)
• Friday 11.30am – 12.30pm (in-person class); 1pm – 2pm
(in-person class); 2.30 pm - 3.30 pm (Zoom class)

Has Lock-down
affected your garden?
Are you in need of a fresh
look for Summer 2020?
Are you maximising the potential of your garden?
Would you like your garden to be more waterwise, indigenous or attract more birds and
insects? Perhaps you could strengthen its design?
Could your gardener benefit from some training?
I am an experienced garden designer and
landscaper who completed a Botany Honours at
UCT. I co-created the hotel gardens at La Cotte,
Franschhoek and continue to provide on-going
support to a public game reserve garden in the
Karoo. I have assisted over 25 private garden
owners. No garden is too small.
“What an absolute inspiration it’s been working with
Rowena. She has brought so much life back to our
slightly neglected gardens on our game reserve in
the Karoo. With her solid knowledge of plants, an
eye for detail and great vision she really knows how
to weave it all together to enhancing a garden at
whatever level she ﬁnds it”. Iain Buchanan “Mount
Camdeboo private game reserve” a work in
progress.

If you need help with design,
installation, landscaping or general
maintenance please contact me on my
mobile: 064 769 3382 or email:
rowena.smuts@gmail.com

• Saturday 10.30 am – 11.30 am (in-person class); 12 pm – 1
pm (Zoom class)
• Other times can be arranged if required.
NB Zoomless remote classes can be done at any time.
We are finishing off a project inspired by William Kentridge’s
art created in lockdown, and are starting a project associated
with Nelson Mandela. Sometimes the two are combined! See
accompanying photographs.
Visitors or ‘try-out’ pupils are welcome at R120 a lesson. For
more information, contact Sue [MPhil in Education (Teaching)
UCT] and trained Waldorf teacher.
Phone: 021-7946609; WhatsApp messages: 083-2377242;
email snepgen@xsinet.co.za

g

e
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Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za
NB: Adverts will only be published for a maximum of 3 insertions per term.

EMPLOYMENT

ACCOMMODATION

NANNY / HOUSEKEEPER LOOKING FOR WORK

A UNIQUE JEWEL‐LIKE SPACE TO RENT:

Our wonderful nanny/housekeeper Betty is looking for full-time
employment. She is honest, reliable and dedicated to her job and
has years of experience running a creche and taking care of
children. She also took part in and completed a nanny training
course during her time with us. Please contact me for a reference
and I will gladly put you in touch with her. Mike (076 193 4292)

This artistic, light-filled and charming space is ideally suited for a single professional person,
or a professional couple, and/or someone
who has Waldorf affiliations, whatever
their status.
It is centrally positioned in Wynberg, down
the road from Michael Oak school in a
road with old Victorian houses.
Separate entrance, furnished with hob,
fridge, microwave, washing machine,
garage and security features.
It is available immediately. For more
information and viewing please phone or

ADVERTISING IN THE LEAFLET:
Donations for Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a
contribution to our Bursary Fund. Minimum donation R30.
Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900. Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Adverts will only be published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3
insertions per term.

DEADLINE for all adverts is Thursday 12
noon

Every swipe DOES
make a diﬀerence

Apply for your card
online at
www.myschool.co.za
or speak to Lynn
Kerchhoff in the
Office
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All events and term dates subject to confirmation

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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Raphaeli
Waldorf
School
Plettenberg Bay

