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Class 8 on
Mountain Hike

Letter from the
College of
Teachers
Dear Michael Oak Community
A “Black Lives Matter” poster
and statement from the
Michael Oak Black Lives Matter
Committee was displayed on
the outside wall of our school
yesterday next to the bottom
gate. The letter was a
statement and was not
addressed to anyone
specifically, but listed
grievances from students
around the topic of race and
racism.
A number of discussions have
already been held with the
group. Furthermore, members
of the High School Faculty, the
College of Teachers and the
Board of Trustees, as well as
the school counsellor, have set
up a meeting with the BLM
group for next week to further
hear and better understand
the various issues they have
raised in their statement. The
input gathered will be shared
with the Board of Trustees and
will help shape the broader
school-wide transformation
process. This process was
discussed at the AGM and will
involve students, alumni,
teachers, staff and parents.
We admire the members of the
BLM group for their courage
and bravery in standing up and
taking on these topical issues
that affect all of us. We remain
committed to working together
to finding the best way forward
on these important matters,
and will continue to keep the
community informed as to the
progress being made.
The College of Teachers

Class 8's on a hike up Devil's Peak this week. See page 4.

Kindergarten
spinach added
to the Yellow
Crate
Kindergarten children
added their own schoolgrown spinach to the
Yellow Crate on Friday
morning. See page 3.

Virtual Open Day
Our first Virtual Open Day
was held this past week, with
input offered by teachers
from all faculties. The
format of the event allowed
for questions to be answered
in a 'Live Chat', and much
interest was shown from
current and potential new
parents. The Open Day
started with a short
introductory video, which
can be viewed by clicking on
the link alongside.
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Traffic Congestion at the Main Gate

Michael Oak
Waldorf School

Dear Parents,
Once again we are asking for everyone's cooperation to ease the
congestion at the main gate at drop-off and pick-up times.
Many parents are parking (and getting out of their cars) in the drop-andgo areas, which results in traffic backing up to the top of Marlow Road.
We urge all parents to use the drop-and-go areas for quick drop off or
pickup only. Thank you!
Sheerness Rd

Staﬀ Parking only

Please help to prevent
traﬃc congestion at the
gate. Thank You!
“Drop Oﬀ & Go” only

BUSINESS MANAGER
Michael Oak Waldorf School, a progressive independent school founded
in 1962, with 425 learners (KG to Matric) and situated in Kenilworth, Cape
Town, seeks to employ a Business Manager with effect from 18 Jan 2021.
The Business Manager is a key coordinator, communicator and link
within a well-established governance framework and together with the
College of Teachers and the Board of Trustees, provides leadership to the
school as a whole. The Business Manager is supported by a strong team,
is accountable to the Board of Trustees, and has particular responsibility
for school administration and enrollments, finance, HR, marketing and
PR, facilities and maintenance.
The successful candidate must have the following:
• At least 5 years’ experience managing a diverse team of 5 – 10
colleagues
• 5 years or more experience with HR processes such as recruitment,
payroll, HR administration, performance management, disciplinary
processes
• At least 5 years’ experience in the management of a finance team,
including supervision of accounting processes, preparation and
analysis of budgets and management accounts, reporting to
governance structures and liaison with auditors

If Your Child is Absent ...
PLEASE send a WhatsApp to Faiza on

084 915 4415
by 8.00am each morning.
This is critical as the office needs to be aware of who is on
(or not on) the premises at all times, for safety reasons.
Should we have an emergency (for example a fire) we need
to be absolutely sure how many children need to be
accounted for on the school property.
Thank You!

Update Your Details on our Database
Dear Parents & Guardians
We wish to encourage all parents to check their personal details on our
database via the Edana App. It is essential to update your family/personal
information if and where necessary in order for us to contact you in case of
emergency. For those parents who haven’t managed to download the app,
please follow the steps below.
Download the Edana parent portal app from https://
play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.edadmin.parentapp
onto your mobile device from Playstore :
https://play.google.com/?hl=en&tab=r8&authuser=0
Open your Edana parent portal. The unique Code to use is 622684
Register by using your cellphone number or email address. You will be sent
a once off code via the method of registration that you selected for instant
access.
Click on My Profile and make changes if necessary. You may activate the
“Directory Share” option if you want your contact details to be visible to
other parents.
PS: For those Parents unable to access the app. forward your updated
details (address, cell, email) to info@michaeloak.org.za

• Evidence of experience in coordinating, communicating and linking
different and diverse teams, departments, committees or similar
• Evidence of experience in and the ability to develop and implement
new processes, policies and systems
• Some experience in working with or reporting to governance
structures (Trustees, Board of directors, etc)
• Evidence of excellent communication skills in writing and verbally in
English.
• Willing and able to work after usual school working hours to
accommodate meetings with governance structures (evenings), school
events (evenings and weekends) and school maintenance and security
(weekends and school holidays)
•

Own transport and valid drivers’ license

Our preference would be to appoint a person who also has the following
skills, attributes and experience:
• Relevant experience in a school environment
• Relevant degree in business, accounting or management
• Experience in Pastel payroll and accounting
• Advanced skills in MS Office or similar business applications; ability to
liaise with IT professionals to manage IT infrastructure for the
organisation
• Some experience in planning and administering events
• Experience in a Waldorf school, or willingness to learn about Waldorf
education and to adapt to the Waldorf way of managing a school
The position would suit an energetic mid-career professional who is
willing to make a long-term commitment to our school community.
Michael Oak is an equal opportunity employer.
Please send a detailed CV, together with a covering letter and the
contact
details of three recent referees to Pam Schneider at
pschneider@michaeloak.org.za. Only short-listed candidates will be
contacted.

Closing Date: Tuesday 10 November 2020
Michael Oak reserves the right not to fill or interview for the position.
______________________________________________________
Michael Oak Waldorf School

www.michaeloak.org.za

4 Marlow Road, Kenilworth 7708, Cape Town
Michael Oak Waldorf School seeks to awaken the whole child towards creative responsibility and to develop

Kind regards
Faiza Abdurahman

confident, balanced individuals empowered to work with the challenges of today and tomorrow.
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Can You Help
fill the
Yellow Crate?

The Yellow Crate is back in action!

The Manenberg Samekoms group continues their work to build hope
for their children and filling the crate is one way we can help.
The crate is at the main gate on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 7:45 to 1:15.
We are hoping to collect non-perishable food
(tins, lentils, rice, stock powder, oats, flour etc)
as well as potatoes, onions, butternut, carrots.
We also hope to be able to hand over end-ofyear parcels of toiletries for the children who
have participated in their Samekoms projects:
face clothes, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
hair clips and elastics. Art materials, games
and toys are always appreciated.

If anyone would like to make a financial contribution towards these items please contact Fiona.
At the beginning of COVID lockdown we collected
a generous amount of money which went directly
into food parcels and soup kitchens. Thank you to
those who helped.
Look out for the Yellow Crate on Wednesday and
Thursday mornings. Let's fill it every week!
Fiona

fiona@clipclop.co.za

083 264 9142

Kindergarten children planted spinach as part of their Michaelmas Festival at the end of last term.
This term they have been looking after the plants diligently, watering them and watching them grow.
This week the mature spinach was harvested and added to the Yellow Crate on Friday morning.

More from the Valedictory Evening last Friday

Speakers at the event included Mnr Scharnick and Lee Smit-Gardner
(for the high school), Helen Tilanus (their primary school teacher),
Kathy Abbott (kindergarten teacher), and Jenny Canau-Kurt (parent)

The programme included a piano performance by
Dharma Canau-Kurt and a slide show of photo
memories of all matriculants (above).
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Class 8 Hike

The class 8s enjoyed a challenging hike up Devil's Peak and a visit to
Rhodes Memorial in preparation for their next Main Lesson.

Class 11 Mathematics
The Class 11s have been
investigating Circle Euclidean
Geometry - using the website
Geogebra to construct various
circles to study their properties.

Class 7 Physics Projects

Projects included scale models of
transport through the ages, and
some working models which
included an electric car (left)
water mill (below), pinhole
camera (bottom) and semaphore
machine (bottom left).
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Class 7 Physics Projects

Electric car (above), working
elevator model (above right),
cable car (right), a wind tunnel
to test aerofoil shape (bottom
right), and lighthouse (below).
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“Thank You!” from the
High School Eurythmists
Dear All,
The Class 11s, Tim Hyslop and myself wish to thank everyone
in the primary and kindergarten who have been so allowing of
our use of the grass between the primary and kindergarten
parts of Michael Oak for our high school Eurythmy lessons
with Class 10 and 11 before 1pm on Mondays and Thursdays
in November. Due to the resumption of exams in the high
school for the rest of the month, our outside venue of the high
school basketball ball court (due to Covid pandemic and lack
of space) is again out of bounds for high school Eurythmy.
We wish to also share the following highlights from our first
session yesterday on the grass between the primary and
kindergarten parts of Michael Oak grounds where we
practiced 4 of our 8 pieces before 1pm yesterday. We were
made to feel so welcome and at home - that in a year in which
we have been made space (home) less for a movement space
on numerous occasions, and left searching for viable
alternative spaces in order to be able to continue to move. I
witnessed the Class 11s willingly enjoying and having fun
sharing their music eurythmy pieces with some of the
surrounding primary school classes…. the mutual playful
interaction was a joy to witness….the seeds of the past joys of
such sharings ,in more formal situations, from previous years
re-emerged dynamically….the class 4s told us they love the
music, and one of the class 4s even played some of the Yiruma
music piece called, “The River Flows in You” for us while the
Class 11s took a much needed break in the 39.6C heat (that’s
measured in the sun)!
Thank you again immensely from all of us
Perry Havranek on behalf of the Class 11s, 10s,
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Celebrating our
Relationship with the Dead
Saturday 21 November 2020,
3.30pm
at the
Christian Community Church
Timor Hall Rd.
Plumstead
We mark the end of the Christian Year
by a ceremony when we remember the
souls of those we have known and loved
who have passed into the spiritual
world, especially those who have died in
the previous year.
Everyone is welcome to join us in this
simple ceremony at the church on
Saturday November 21st.

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

ADVERTISING IN THE LEAFLET:
Donations for Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a contribution
to our Bursary Fund. Minimum donation R30.
Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900. Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising. Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Adverts will only be published in the Leaflet for a
maximum of 3 insertions per term.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION: PRINGLE BAY
Summer-January Holiday Getaway Special- Pringle Bay.
Pringle Bay family
home close to the beach and town. Sleeps two families (10 people) comfortably
but also small enough for one family. Pet and child friendly with a large garden.
R1750 per night. (Minimum 4 night stay). Available from 5 January. Please
contact Nick (c) 082 831 2730.

LIFT CLUB NEEDED from start of 2021
For residents of Woodstock and Observatory: New parent requires lifting for
two high school children from 2021. Willing to share lifting responsibilities.
Please email Clare at winterbell4@gmail.com

HOUSE TO RENT ‐‐ WALK TO SCHOOL
House in Wargrave
Road, easy walking
distance to Michael
Oak.
Two
2
bedrooms, with a
third room which
could be used as a
study (work from
home)
or
3rd,
smaller bedroom.
Off-street parking for 2 cars. R13,000/month. Contact agent HERE

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION: GREAT BRAK RIVER
Cottage in stunning, sea-front
position on The Island. Wide views
of sea, river and lagoon. Enjoy
swimming, canoeing, long shoreline
walks and abundant bird and sea
life. Large sun deck, enclosed front
stoep, three bedrooms and can
sleep eight comfortably.
COVID-19
specials
available
September 2020 to February 2021.
For e-brochure contact
Liz Mackenzie at

lizmack@iafrica.com
or (021) 761 8811.

ITALIAN LESSONS
I offer Italian lessons to all ages. Grammar and conversation. Contact me Gracia
Carlone 082 384 5008 or bibagrazia@gmail.com

10

EURYTHMY TEACHER
REQUIRED
The Gaia Waldorf School in Pinelands seeks a suitable qualified Waldorf teacher
to commence work January 2021.
A successful applicant must meet the following criteria:
• Have a Eurythmy degree (able to teach from ages 4 to 13).
• Have the ability to create and execute appropriate lesson plan material.
• Have the ability to hold the children with authority and imaginative guidance.
• Have insight into Eurythmy pedagogy.
*
Letter of Application and Curriculum Vitae to:
The College of Teachers, P.O. Box 13416,
Mowbray, 7705
Email: admin@gaiawaldorf.co.za

Tel. 021 447-0546
Closing date for Applications: Friday 20 November 2020
If Applicants do not hear or receive a response within 14 days of close of
application, it may be understood that the application has not been successful.
Gaia Waldorf School, Oude Molen Village, Alexandra Road, Pinelands, Cape Town
PO Box 13416, Mowbray 7705
Tel: 021 447-0546 Fax: 086 516 3346 Email: gaiawaldorf@mweb.co.za Web:
www.gaiawaldorf.co.za

