1

Michael Oak
Waldorf School
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
No. 29
4 Marlow Road Kenilworth 7708 Cape Town

Michaelmas Festival
Think wisely
Speak well
Stand upright
And Michael
Will guide me
To the light
As the term draws to an end and Spring
takes hold, the Primary School would
like to invite you to its Michaelmas
Festival on Friday 21 September.
Parents are asked to be seated at the
Oval by 10:00 to the start of the festival
at 10:15.

School will close at 11:30 for
Primary and High school.

Santa Shoeboxes
All Santa Shoeboxes are due on
Wednesday 19 September . For tips on
what to include, see Latest Posts on the
school website.

Lost Property
Unclaimed items will be sold on
Thursday 20 September
from 12h30 to 13h00.

===================

Flowers for the Foyers
Monday 17 September
Solinger and Solomon families
TERM 4:
Monday 8 October
Steenkamp and Stoffels families
Monday 15 October
Stopforth and Stulting families

===================

The Leaflet next week
As next Friday is the end of term, there
will be no printed Leaflet on that day.
The e-Leaflet will be emailed out
on Friday afternoon as usual.

Tel. 021 797 9728

Fax 021 797 1207

14 September 2018

info@michaeloak.org.za

www.michaeloak.org.za

Michaelmas Festival
The class sevens and l were sitting in the spring sun, knitting and crocheting, discussing
the dragon which they will finally get to be in the upcoming festival (a class seven
privilege). A newer girl asked "What is this dragon thing?"
A bubbling up of answers and memories arose in us ... and soon we had the Michael
Oak book out to show her pictures of festivals past, and my own memories were
stirred...
" The country is far and the country is near ...”
Without fail this Michaelmas song pops into my head around about this time, before l
am even aware that spring is coming.
What is the Michaelmas festival for me?
Firstly it is the tiny white flowers that always flowered on Kenilworth station just in time
for us to make flower crowns. Then the maypole being practiced, brightly coloured
ribbons and long skirts, bare feet dancing, music and the possibility of sunshine again!
Then the building excitement; swords being made, shields painted with striking designs,
dragons on chalkboards in every shape and size depending on teachers imaginations ,
and then more variations in the children's drawings. Songs in the morning and
assemblies, dragon songs and the songs of courage that stirred the inner warrior and
made you feel able to face anything.
The day arrives ...
Then most importantly: the sound of the dragon roaring, thundering towards the oval
from the side field (the moment in later years of being wise enough to know it is a
metal sheet being shaken), creating an ominous sound and a knot of excitement in your
tummy when young. “Is the dragon actually sort of real? Wait, no, l am sure those are
children's feet, but are they?” The slight uncertainty adding to the anticipation and
beating heart. Wildly the dragon entered and circled, before the mighty Michael raised
his sword of Truth. Then you knew that all could be well. But it was only the moment
when the innocent beautiful maiden calmly and bravely put her golden girdle around
the neck of that fierce creature, only when you saw it sink to the ground and become
still, tamed at last, that you really knew: Truth and Goodness had won.
Relief streams through and spring energy floods in in a swirl of music and colour and
white-flower bedecked hair.
Well, those are my memories of it and gratitude fills me that my children can still
experience this too, here at Michael Oak. Re-invented year after year in different ways
(slightly tamer these days), building courage in each of us again to harness our inner
dragons and let truth beauty and goodness prevail as we step gladly into spring.
Helen O' Hagan

2

PARZIVAL
MICHAEL OAK CLASS 11’S 2018
Are proud to present their

PARZIVAL PRESENTATIONS
TO OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
MONDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2018
7 to 9 pm in the MAIN HALL
ALL WELCOME
Be inspired by stories of awakenings, hopes and dreams,
courage and aspirations of the Spirit
of our 17 and 18 year old students.

TEA WILL BE SERVED
NEW INSTAGRAM PAGE:
themichaeloakwaldorfschool
If you use this platform, please follow
us and share any of the photos to your
friends and family, reminding them

CRAFT WORKSHOP

Sat 15 Sept from 10am

The last of the craft workshops this term, come and join us tomorrow. Or if you are staying
at home, perhaps take 30 minutes to clear out any unused or unwanted items / gifts that
could be re-purposed as prizes – there are drop-off collection boxes in each classroom.

CRAFT PRICING

about the fair on 27th October from 114. Remember you can share any posts
from Instagram to your friends by
clicking on the ‘arrow’ and writing your
own message, and selecting friends to
share it with.

10 October

We’re seeing beautiful craft being made by the pre-school and
primary classes – THANK YOU parents for all your creative inspiration
and hard work! See photos below and on page 11.
The fair craft pricing committee meets at 9am on Wednesday 10th
October. In preparation of this meeting please complete pricing lists
and include one sample of each item (if there are price ranges, an
example of a low and high priced item). Please drop your craft with
Lynn in the office or Jane (outside class 2) preferably on the 20th at
1230 or 21st Sept at 1130, or on Monday 8th October at the latest. If
you have any questions, please contact Jane jane@integralwork.co.za

Books for
the Fair

Fiction reveals truths that reality obscures.
Jessamyn West
Dear parents
Please consider sharing the truths that have been revealed
to you - by donating to the Dream Worlds book stall...
Enkosi, thank you, dankie for the books that have already
found their way to the foyer.
Derina
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Class 12
Project Presentations
In Class 12, the students set themselves a task on a topic of their
own choosing – the Class 12 Project. It is a challenge of some
magnitude, which they work on in their own time for most of the
year while fulfilling a demanding Class 12 curriculum. These
projects are the students’ final achievement of their Waldorf
education, before embarking on preparation for their matric
exams. This year, as always, the projects are varied and
interesting and, as always, each project has taken the student on
a journey of exploration into not only their chosen topic, but also
into themselves. They have learned about commitment,
perseverance, disappointment, time management, accountability,
and most importantly responsibility to oneself. This is selfdirected, life-long learning, so necessary for a balanced and
harmonious adult life. It is also a wonderful opportunity for the
wonder and awe which was nourished within them in their
Primary School years, and which metamorphosed into curiosity
and later critical thinking in their High School years to be directed
into something concrete and new.

The students are very excited to share their experiences with you,
so please join us on Thursday 20 September, Friday 21st
September and Saturday 22nd September in the Big Hall at 6pm.
The work will be on display beforehand from 5.15pm. The
presentations are between 10-15 minutes each and we expect the
presentations to be finished by 8pm.
They are suitable for the whole family.
Food will be on sale and self-service tea and coffee will be
available.
The order of events is subject to change.

Thursday 20 September
Frederick Jantjes

A Look Through the Rainbow Lens

Claudia Deary

Bloom – A Portrait Photography Project

Peter Berens

My step into esports - Playing for and managing a South African Overwatch Team

Saskia van der Want

Beekeeping: An Exploration into the Hive

Tea
Orianna Loubser

Suit Up: The Commercialization of Gender in Clothing and Fast Fashion

Jayden Welch

A Journey Through Animation: Learning Animation and Creating a Short Film

Camdyn Kellett

Life on the Street:: A Photobook highlighting the Lives of People on the Street

Friday 21 September
Zachary Weissenberg

A Boy and His Books: Writing and Promoting African Children’s Literature

Ciara Rattue

Learning to Program in Python

Sulaimaan Mammon

Cutting it Fine: The Adventures of a Scout

Nicole Weston

A Discovery of Cystic Fibrosis: Finding Out How Other People Live with Cystic Fibrosis

Tea
Benjamin Weissenberg

Muay Thai – Kickboxing with Pinelands Fight Club

Zoe Williams

Exploring the Fields of Chemistry

Ruben Pieters

A Visual Effects Process

Bronwyn Carter

Going Green: Writing a Handbook

Saturday 22 September
Hannah Kerchhoff

Discovering Myself Through Music: Making an Album

Daniel Randles

Learning how to program in Python to create an application that automatically trades online

Holly Kellett

My Journey Through Vulnerability as a Recovering Perfectionist

Athraa Noordien

From Nothing to Something: Building a Pool/Dining Table

Tea
Storm Trout

Magic and Showmanship: Learning to Perform Magic

Helen Engelke

Painting and Designing an Exterior Mural

Joshua Sello

Exploring Artificial Intelligence Through an Application

Caleb Gallant

A Journey Through Reggae: Understanding its Messages

4

Special General Meeting

Annual Fees Increase
12th September 2018
Dear Parents
The Board of Trustees and the College of Teachers have, upon the
recommendation of the Finance Committee, determined that the
school fee increase for 2019 will be 6% from Kindergarten through
to Class 13.
Trustees and College have consciously kept the increase in line with
projected inflation rate and will continue to manage the operating
budget with care to limit any future increases above inflation within
an acceptable range.
We have not increased the building or security levies this year. The
building levy will continue to be used to finance the loans raised to
fund the school upgrades.
Sundry costs will be increased according to class calculated
according to actual costs.

New Board of Trustees Elected

At the Special General Meeting held last night,
the following parents were elected unanimously
to the 2018-2019 Board of Trustees:
Wayne De Wet
Martin Firer
Ian-Malcolm Rijsdijk
Jon Duncan
Lesedi Makhurane
Tauhir Jardine
Josie Eastwood
Emma McKinney

Night Market

Sibling rebates will still apply in 2019 and this will automatically
credited on your school fee account (no application will be needed).
Annual school fees paid by 31 January 2019 will receive a 3% rebate.
Monthly school fee payments are to be made in advance.
Statements are issued during the last week of the month and
payment is expected on the first day, but not later than 7th day of
the following month. Parents are requested to use the account
number of their child(ren) as a reference to facilitate receipting and
reconciliation.
The school has a debit order system in place, we would like to
encourage all parents to go onto this system to allow easier
management for the accounts department.
Late payments will continue to attract an administration fee of R150
per month.
The schedule of fees in respect of 2019 tuition and sundry extra will
be emailed to each parent.
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions on any
matter concerning the school fees or the budget.
Wayne de Wet Treasurer/ Fincom Chairman
Pam Schneider

School Administrator

Is Your Child Leaving
at the End of the Year?
This is the time of year that we need to remind parents of the
school’s requirement that if a child is leaving Michael Oak at the end
of the year, then the family is contractually required to give one full
term’s notice in writing. Unfortunately, failure to do so will result in
fees being charged in lieu of such notice. Naturally we hope that
children will stay at Michael Oak for their entire school career, but
parents’ plans sometimes change for a variety of reasons.
Notice of withdrawal can be dropped off at the office or emailed to
lkerchhoff@michaeloak.org.za

Join us for a Michael Oak Community evening at our Night
Market. Buskers welcome. Bring your picnic blankets and baskets.
A Bonfire to sing and dance around. Student Musical
presentations. Second Hand clothing, Boerewors Rolls, pancakes
from the Petit Paris Creperie, paper crafts, funky shwe shwe
clothing, wooden carvings, children's story books, pastries and
baked goods, coffee and tea and second hand goods and carboot items. The merriment of being a community and enjoying
each other's company.

Table Stalls: R100 for the evening
Car Boot Vendors: donation towards the Class 10
Orange River camp
Entrance : R10 p/p
Saturday 15 September 4.00 - 8.30pm
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Reflections on my Time at Michael Oak
by
Natalie
Scherr Steyn

My journey with Michael Oak began in May
when I started my high school teaching
practical here. I was welcomed with open
arms by Mev Derina Wille, my assigned
Mentor, who showed me around and made
me feel completely at home. Although my
teaching practical was meant to just be for
FET phase Grade 10-12, I observed all the
high school classes but focused on what my
practical requirements were.
I was completely blown away by the heart
and soul that lives within this school -- from
the ground staff, the teachers, management
of the school and right through to the
learners. Everyone welcomed me and
encouraged my learning and growth. The

Community
Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

SEEKING WORK IN HOLIDAYS
or WEEKENDS
My name is Thando Mathimba (Wilmoht’s
daughter). I am a volunteer in Nicole’s KG class. I
am desperately in need of a weekend / holiday
job. Please call me on 078 288 7539.

HOUSE FOR SALE
3 Bedroom townhouse. Double storey, lock-up
garage, wooden floors, fireplace, garden.
Sectional title. R2,05m but negotiable to a
Michael Oak family. Walk to school. Central
location small block in cul de sac. Call Tarryn on
079 724 3411.

HOUSE AVAILABLE TO RENT
Lovely, large family home to rent. Pet friendly
with garden, pool and off street parking. 2 mins
walking distance to Michael Oak.
Available
January 2019
R26k p/m excluding utilities.
Contact Shelley 078 073 3287 for more info.

HOUSE FOR SALE
Walking distance to Michael Oak. 24 Wargrave
Road. 3 bedrooms, double garage plus studio,
north facing garden. R3,295m (neg). View by
appointment. Call Kyle on 083 603 0003.

teachers here are absolutely incredible and
reflecting back on my school days, I wish I
had teachers such as these. They are
encouraging, have compassion and embrace
the children and their learning needs.
During my practical I was able to observe
many teachers but my mentor teacher was,
Mev Derina Wille. She has been teaching
Maths for over 20 years and is an incredibly
experienced and an inspirational teacher.
She encourages the learners input and
allows the learners to reach the answer by
gently guiding them in their thinking.
The learners stole my heart. Spending time
with them in their classes, observing them
has had me in awe. The darlings in Class 3
(which I was observing weaving) had so
much to talk to me about. Looking at these
young children who at the age of 9 are able
to so confidently hold conversation with an
adult had me mesmerized, not to mention
their unbelievable skill at weaving, which I
still am trying to figure out how to do!
When my first practical came to the end, I
did not want to leave and requested if it was

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION:
GREAT BRAK RIVER
Holiday house in
front row spot on
The Island, with
full view of river,
sea and lagoon.
Enjoy
long
shoreline walks,
swimming,
canoeing, and the abundant bird and sea life.
The cottage has a wide viewing deck, large
enclosed stoep, three bedrooms and can sleep
ten. 2018 rates: Off-peak season: R750 p/night
plus R120 p/psn/p/night. Peak season (Dec/Jan
holidays): R1650 p/night plus R120 p/psn/p/night
(min 4 people). For e-brochure contact: Liz
Mackenzie at lizmack@iafrica.com or (021) 761
8811

KAROO COTTAGE AVAILABLE
Karoo Cottage
available
for
holiday
rent
from the 1st of
October.
Sleeps 4, with
additional
camp site for
another family
to join. Regret no pets. Situated off the R62
between Barrydale and Ladismith in private
nature reserve. 10% off for all Michael Oak
families. See www.menck.co.za for details.

possible to come back and do my second
round of practical at Michael Oak. I was so
honoured when I heard that it was not a
problem and that my assignment mentor for
the second round of practical would be Mr
Roy Davids. So, my journey here at Michael
Oak continued in July. Observing Mr Davids
is so enriching. Mr Davids has such an
incredible way of connecting with the
learners and bringing across the subject
knowledge. He teaches with such ease and
its amazing to see how much the learners
engage and work with him.
Michael Oak Waldorf School is an incredible
school. If I am able to experience such
growth during my short time here, I can only
imagine the unbelievable mind, soul and
human growth which a child experiences
during their school journey at Michael Oak.
This is a school where I would want my
children to go! As I know they would not only
receive a world class education but also
invaluable personal and spiritual growth as a
human, that as grown adults one still seeks
to attain.

PIANO FOR SALE
Beautiful Carl Otto
upright piano for
sale. In excellent
condition, but needs
tuning. R9000 onco.
Please
contact
Stefanie on 074 548
3834.

BABYSITING OFFERED
Hi, I’m an ex-Michael oak student now at
Springfield Convent high school. I’m 15 and
consider myself a very responsible teen. Like
most teenagers I am in need of earning some
extra money and would love to babysit young
kids anywhere between the ages of 13 and 5. I
am available most nights and on weekends. I
am
comfortable
baby
sitting
in
the
Kenilworth/Claremont area as if there is an
emergency my mum is available for assistance.
Contact Ruth Rice at ruthricefarr@gmail.com
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Holiday Club
This holiday at Khanyisa
Waldorf School
25, 25, 27 Sep
and 2, 3, 4 Oct 9 til 4:30
If interested please call
Tarryn 079 724 3411

ADVERTISEMENTS: Donations for Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a contribution to our Bursary Fund.

Minimum donation R30

Please use these bank details for EFT transfers: Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900. Acc. No.: 071885382 Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising. Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Please note that all adverts (classifieds or display) will only be published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3 insertions per term.
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Michael Oak Calendar
NB: Class Parents’ Meetings are usually at 7.30pm

Monday

Tuesday

2018

::: PG Playgroup :::

Wednesday

KG Kindergarten :::

Thursday

PS Primary School

Friday

:::

HS High School

Saturday

14 SEPTEMBER 15

Sunday
16

Craft Workshops
Ganesh Chaturthi

17

18

19

Class 11
PARZIVAL
PRESENTATIONS
7pm to 9pm Main Hall

24

20
KG Festival & Term End
C of A Student Feedback
Yom Kippur

25

26
Language Week

Language Week

Matric Final Drama Prac Exam

Matric Final Drama Prac Exam

Matric Final Drama Prac Exam

Heritage Day / Sukkot

Sukkot

Sukkot

OCTOBER

8

2

3

9

10

TERM 4 STARTS
All classes

15

Matric Picnic

Class 12 Presentations

27

Language Week

1

21

17

Class 12 Presentations

28

23

Class 12 Presentations

29
Sukkot

Sukkot

30
Sukkot

4

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

Craft Pricing 9-10am

Links Meeting

22

Primary Sch FESTIVAL
Term ends for HS & PS

Language Week

Valedictory Assembly

Class 1 Parents Meet

16

Cl 10 Night Market
and Music Evening

18

19

Fincom

Craft Workshops

20

Class 5 Language
Sharing at Stellenbosch

21

Craft Workshop

Diversity Circle Movie Night

22

23

24

25

26

27

Matric Visual Arts
Moderation

29

30

31

NOVEMBER

1

2

3

Trustees
Primary Sch Camp Week Primary Sch Camp Week

5

6

Greek Play
Primary Sch Camp Week

7

13

19

14
HS Camps

HS Camps
Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

20

9

21

4
Class 1 Sharing
Greek Play

10
Class 2 Sharing

KG Biggies Campout

15
Fincom

Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

Greek Play
Primary Sch Camp Week

Divali

Class 4 Parents Meet
HS Camps

Greek Play
Primary Sch Camp Week

8

HS Parents Forum

12

28

MICHAEL OAK
2018 FAIR

16

Parents Intro Talk

17

11
Class 10 Orange
River Trip

18

Parents Introductory Talk

HS Camps
Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

22

HS Camps

10h00 to 12h00

Cl. 10 Orange R Trip

Class 3 Sharing

23

24

25

Eurythmy Sharing at CWS

Trustees

26

27

28

29

Eurythmy Project
Dress Rehearsal

3

4

10

11

30
Eurythmy Project
Performance

5
Shepherd's Play

6
HS Soiree

12

Class 5 Sharing

Nursery Sunset Picnic
The Prince and the
Pauper Play

7

Playgroup Advent Spiral

Biggies Farewell

Star Tree Festival

TERM 4 ENDS

13

14

1 DECEMBER

2

8

9

The Prince and the
Pauper Play

15

KG Festival

16
Day of Reconciliation

17

18

19

25

26

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

Day of Reconciliation
observed

24
31
7
14
21

Christmas Day
1 JANUARY 2019 2

8
15
22

Day of Goodwill

9
16
23

TERM 1 STARTS (HS&PS) TERM 1 STARTS (KG & PG)

Opinions in this newsletter belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za Editor Charles Abbott.
To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please e-mail to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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VOX Cape Town is delighted to participate
in the second Cape Town Baroque Festival,
presented by Camerata Tinta Barocca
from 21-23 September 2018. A stellar lineup of local and international soloists and
ensembles will present a varied
programme in the jam-packed, three-day
long festival over Heritage Weekend.
VOX will join soloists Lynelle Chrystal
Kenned, Elsabé Richter and Lusibalwethu
Sesanti for the festival's opening concert
entitled GLORIOUS BAROQUE, the central
work of which will be Vivaldi's much-loved
"Gloria" RV 589. We hope to see you
there!
WHEN: Friday 21 September at 20h00
WHERE: St Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, Green Point
TICKETS: R180 or R150
(seniors and students)
BOOKINGS:
www.webtickets.co.za (click here)

Anthroposophical Society
in the Western Cape

Sunday 30th September 4pm until 5.30pm.
Bring and share tea afterwards
Sophia House, 18 Firfield Road, Plumstead
R40 and concessions for pensioners and students
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Remarkable Plants
& Plant Alchemy
A Four Day Workshop with Johnathan Code

Tuesday 2 October to Friday 5 October

at Bloublommetjieskloof Farm,
Wellington 8:30am - 4:30pm daily
Cost: R2800 members R3200 nonmembers (includes lunches and teas)
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More Beautiful Craftwork for our Fair

Photos:
Gabby Raaf

Constantia Waldorf School invites applications for a

CLASS ONE TEACHER
Appointment date: January 2019
The successful applicant must meet the following criteria:






Have appropriate academic qualifications, with SACE registration
Preference given to Waldorf trained teachers
Interest in and identification with the Waldorf ethos of the school
Be creative, innovative and enthusiastic
Have a real interest in children and their development

Kindly send your letter of application with a Curriculum Vitae to:
The College of Teachers, Constantia Waldorf School,
Spaanschemat River Road, Constantia 7806
Email: admin@waldorfconstantia.co.za
Fax: 0862601221

Closing date for applications: 1 October 2018
If applicants do not hear or receive a response within 14 days of close of
application, it may be understood that the application has not been
successful.

Roseway Waldorf School Requires a Primary School
teacher for Class 1 to continue with the class to Class 7
from January 2019.
The successful candidate will be:
A qualified Waldorf teacher who is SACE registered and who is
enthusiastic and committed to the Philosophy and methods of Waldorf
education; or
Be a qualified teacher with SACE registration and have a reasonably
sound knowledge of Waldorf pedagogy and be willing to be trained
further in Waldorf education;
Be able to take initiative and work creatively in a team;
Have a genuine love of children.
Closing date for applications: 28 September 2018
Only short -listed candidates will be notified.
The school reserves the right not to fill this post.
Please submit 2 page CV with accompanying motivation letter via email to:
administrator@rosewaywaldorf.co.za

