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Waldorf Education: Creating
Leaders for the 21st Century
What do children need to learn today in order to succeed in the future?
Many of today’s primary school children will be in jobs that don’t yet exist. How
does an education system best prepare children to succeed in future careers?
The agricultural world once needed healthy and strong leaders. The industrial
world sought those with specific academic and trade skills. Now, in the face of
an ever-evolving global scientific, business and political landscape, it is no
longer about what to learn; it’s about learning how to learn. Most experts
agree that we need future leaders who can learn within, and adapt to, everchanging environments.
“It is no longer about what to learn; it’s about learning how to learn.”

FINAL 2 PERFORMANCES
TONIGHT and SATURDAY NIGHT

The Comedy of Errors
PRESENTED BY CLASS 9
Monday 26 to Saturday 31 August
at 7pm
MICHAEL OAK SCHOOL HALL
TICKETS R30

Refreshments are On Sale
Hot drinks and cake are on sale every night during the
Interval, and on Friday and Saturday nights only*,
there will be some light supper options for sale, before
the show from 18h30 and also during the interval.

Hot drink and cake R20
Soup & Bread R20 *
Vegetable Curry & Rice R30 *

One such expert is Claudio Fernández-Aráoz a global talent search executive
and Harvard Business Review author. Fernández-Aráoz, defines what he
believes are the essential skills of tomorrow’s leaders – proper motivation,
curiosity, insight, engagement and determination.
Many others, like Michael Lai and Sir Ken Robinson, add critical and creative
thinking skills to this list. As Robinson says “Intelligence is diverse, dynamic
and distinct. We have to educate the whole being so that they can face a future
we cannot see.”
So how will schools teach students these 21st-century skills?
Waldorf Education has a successful track record of innovative education
practices that address and cultivate these essential skills. Here are examples of
how Waldorf Educators foster critical and creative thinking, positive motivation
and the curious engagement needed to ensure determination.
Critical Thinking –
There are many ways that Waldorf Education teaches critical thinking, but one
of the most fundamental techniques is that of allowing students to find out for
— to Page 2
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themselves what is going on here… One example is discovering
the properties of circles in Class 11 Geometry. We draw a circle
with its diameter, and then construct an angle with its “feet” on
the endpoints of the diameter. Suddenly everyone’s angle is the
same! Why is that? Could we prove that this will always be
true? Is it connected to the fact that there is a special
relationship between an angle at the centre and one at the
circumference? Theorems develop and are often named after
the students who articulate them first.
Creative Thinking –
Art and art-instruction are pervasive in Waldorf Education.
Waldorf is an education philosophy that holds art and creativity
in equal esteem with academics. Why? Because Waldorf
educators understand that creativity and critical thinking are
interrelated, and acumen in each, strengthen accomplishment
in the other. The learning process, in all subjects, also
encompasses an appreciation of the people who developed this.
We hear the story of Fibonacci, whose name came about by
accident, and who was educated in North Africa, and his
enthusiasm for the number system he learnt there… It is the
stories of people who worked tirelessly to understand the world
around them that inspire us.
Motivation –
Fernández-Aráoz’s proper motivation is a complex quality to
instill. Students must learn to embrace challenge, not run from
it in fear of its consequence. Too often in a high-stakes testing
environment, failure to answer correctly means a label of “failure
in competence,” when in fact the opposite is true. Failure is
actually the key element in learning challenging material.
Students need to be removed from the negativity of associating

intelligence with perfection and high test scores. Otherwise they
can rarely develop or maintain a healthy motivation towards
learning.
Curiosity and Engagement –
Curiosity is key to learning. And the key to keeping students
curious is keeping lessons relevant to their immediate
experience.
Waldorf brings authentic immediacy to learning. Trigonometry
matters because if we can use trig (and our theodolites), we can
create an accurate map of this field. We can also determine the
height of a very tall tree without having to measure it directly.
We can figure out the size of the earth…
Determination –
This quality is a result of all the others put together. A curious
student who is engaged in a relevant lesson, and motivated by
the right means, will see little value in quitting a task. Why
would they? They do not fear failure. They are interested in the
task at hand and they have reason to engage and find solutions.
Working to foster all of the other skills creates a recipe for
resilience.
Waldorf Education has the potential already in place to create
the kind of thinkers, artists and leaders the world needs for the
21st century.
(Adapted from an article published by the Waldorf School of
Philadelphia)
With warm wishes
Derina

The
Comedy
of Errors
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The Class 6 parents and learners are so excited about our
Fair this year! We have been working hard to ensure that the
day will be one of celebration, community, unity and
diversity with a little bit of sparkle and star light.

Given the change in time of the Fair the Aftercare will be
open from 5pm until 8pm for the little ones who need some
quiet time or a rest. They will be supervised by 2 of our
Aftercare teachers.

As communicated earlier this year, we wanted to lighten the
load on families on the day so that they have more time to
celebrate with their families and friends. For this reason we
sourced wonderful food trucks that will provide the food
offering at the Fair. There will be a scrumptious selection of
food catering for our school’s taste buds, dietary
requirements, religious beliefs and pockets while adhering
to the school’s food policy.

As some you will know, putting on the Fair is a huge
logistical and administratively intensive process. We have
done an enormous amount of work ensuring everyone’s
safety and security on the day, ensuring we adhere to all the
City of Cape Town’s requirements and that the school’s
neighbours are supportive of the Fair. We want to use this
opportunity to express our deep gratitude and admiration
for Lynn Kerchhoff and Claire Walter – they are true stars!
They do so much of the “behind the scenes” work for the
Fair.

We are very excited about the entertainment we have
planned for the Fair. We have done away with the busker’s
stage and our learners will be performing on the main stage
on the oval. They have been practicing hard and we can’t
wait to hear them perform, some will even be performing
songs that they have written! You will also be entertained by
Casper Ace featuring HannahKay, isiXhosa Singers lead by
our very one isiXhosa teacher Nosipho Qhayiso, Sonik
Citizen and Nomadic Orchestra.
Andrew September, Graham Scannell and their team have
been considering the games offered at the Fair and some
new games will be introduced this year. As an example, lawn
games like croquet, boules and giant jenga will be available
at the High School Garden.
There will be some beautiful pieces available at the Art Wall
and we will tell you about the items in a later leaflet.

The Comedy of Errors

We have given the environmental footprint of the Fair a
great deal of thought and some of our initiatives are still a
“work in progress”. More details will be communicated as
they are finalized.
Rest assured that many of the old favourites will still be
found at our Fair – the much-loved Tea Garden, the
Kindergarten Games, Face Painting, Henna tattooing, Deli,
Plants and Vegetable stall, Gumtree, Book Stall, Candle
Making, Ghost House, etc.
We look forward to hosting you at our Fair this year!
Class 6 Parents.

Grateful thanks to James Tayler for the photos
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YOUR RECIPES,
PLEASE

ART WALL
EXHIBITORS

We are calling for your

If your art works are

favourite, delicious recipes

going to be offered on

for Chocolate brownies,

the Art Wall this year,

GUMTREE
Tired of your clutter!
Your old is our new!
Fair will clear your
clutter as we collect

Cupcakes, Savoury muffins,

please send us a

Biscuits and Gluten free

photo (or photos) so

bakes for the Fair. If you

we can showcase them

would like to share a recipe

in the Leaflet and on

please email them to

Facebook

fair@michaeloak.org.za

Gumtree Michael Oak

unwanted goods for
our Gumtree stall. Call
Fred to arrange
collection on
084 393 6621

Request for broken up
Polystyrene trays for the Fair
1) keep only the polystyrene trays that do not have
an odour and have not contained any meat
products
2) please wash and dry them well
3) break them up into 1 inch (3 to 4 cm pieces)

These trays are perfect for our purpose

We can't use the ones which were
used for meat

4) bring them in a paper bag or box to the foyer
where they will be collected on a daily basis
We will tell you more about this project in next
week’s Leaflet
Thank you!

Please break the trays up into
small pieces, approx. 3 to 4cm.
Thank You!

Class 6 for the fair

After
the
Rain
The sun came
out, and Mr
Message's
class made
short work of
the weeds in
the veggie
garden.

MANENBERG
'Taking Back Our Children'
A big thank you to everyone for
your ongoing contributions.

For more information contact
fiona@clipclop.co.za
Here's the complete 'Yellow
Crate' roster for this term:
Week 2 - 6 Sept ---

Class 3

Week 9 - 13 Sept ---

Class 2
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The Christian Community:
Confirmation 2020

ANTHROPOSOPHIC MEDICAL LECTURES

Special Courses on Offer
I had the opportunity to attend an amazing course for Therapists
and Medical Practitioners in the first week of the Winter holidays
offered at the Center for Creative Education. It was part of a
conference arranged for the medical profession with international
presenters. Fortunately I was encouraged to attend by a
colleague because I had misunderstood the nature of this
particular course, believing it to be only available to
postgraduates in the medical field. Some courses in the
conference where open to the public.

Dear prospective Confirmation parents,
If you would like your children to begin the process of preparing
to be confirmed after Easter next year please will you come to a
first parent’s meeting on Tues 10th September at 19:30 at the
Christian Community, 39 Timour Hall Road Plumstead.
I look forward to going through this process with you.
Richard Goodall.

Another conference has been arranged for September/October,
also with some public courses, and I strongly encourage anyone
who is interested in deepening their appreciation for the human
body and soul to consider attending. The courses and dates are
advertised here in the Leaflet (page 9) and bookings are required.

BOOKS for the Fair

Richard Cox

Notes from the Admin Department
WHEN YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT:
Dear Parents, Please use this cellphone
number to report to Faiza when your child is
absent for the day:

084 915 4415

WHEN SPORT IS CANCELLED ...
When sport is cancelled you will be notified
by SMS by 10h30 that morning. Should you
not be able to fetch your child, Aftercare will
be available at no charge for the afternoon.

2019 ANNUAL
FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
The 2019 Annual Financial
Statements have been
approved by Trustees.
Should you wish to receive
a copy to please contact
Pam Schneider directly on
pschneider@michaeloak.or

Sure reading a book under a tree is peaceful
but imagine how stressful it is for the tree to
see a bunch of it's dead friends in your hand.

- Kyle Lippert
I'm interested in those dead friends,
dear parents...
From your friendly undertaker, Derina
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There is still time to book for next Saturday's
Workshop. See details below

Join our Matric student Hannah
at the Alma Cafe!

Michael Oak Alumnus to Perform in One‐Man Play
The South African premiere of Nocturne,
written by American playwright and author
Adam Rapp, will be directed by Emily Child
and performed by Francis Chouler.
NOCTURNE is the honest and
unconventionally moving story of a man
dealing with the eﬀects of a life altering
incident. It is a clear, arresting recollection of
love, hilarity and pain as well as a boldly
inspiring reminder of what it is to be human.
15 years ago, in Joliet, Illinois, a 17 year
teenager accidentally runs over and kills his 9
year old sister in a ’69 Buick Electra while
driving home from his summer job. The event
cracks his life wide open. As the unnamed
narrator ﬂees his childhood home to restart
his life in a bookshop in New York City, he has
nothing but old memories and new books to
rebuild his world.
Directed by Emily Child
Performed by Francis Chouler
Written by Adam Rapp
Alexander Bar 10-21 September 7pm.
Tickets R140 at the door (R120 online)
Book: http://alexanderbar.co.za/show/
Nocturne/

Francis Chouler (Cardenio, Born in
the RSA, Cock, Over There)
graduated from the University of
Cape Town with a theatre and
performance degree in 2010 and
has long dreamed of performing a
one man play. 9 years later, the
perfect play found its way into his
hands.

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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GAIA WALDORF SCHOOL
Spring Fayre

Click anywhere on this poster to book through Quicket

Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za
Please note that all adverts (classifieds or display) will only be
published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3 insertions per term.

AU PAIR SEEKING WORK
My name is Lia du Preez and I am a Michael Oak matriculant
currently in my second year at UCT. I am available for au pair/
babysitting work with 2 years' experience and references. I have my
own transport and am based in the souther suburbs. Please feel
free to contact me on 076 983 0412.

HOUSE SALE ‐ BOLUS AVENUE
10 Bolus Avenue, 2 minutes walk from school in a sought after area of Kenilworth. 4
Bedroom, 2 Bathroom House (1 en-suite) with extra external shower/toilet. Lounge with
Morsø wood burning stove, newly refurbished kitchen, sun room and beautiful garden, ideal
for children and entertaining. 4 outdoor rooms for storage and/or office space/ potential
flatlet. Driveway can fit 4 cars. House built in 1926 and has many original features including
oak floors and windows. R4,500,000. Contact Anne at 079 624 4503.

LIFT CLUB (1) "Way‐2‐Go"

Reliable and safe school bus service from the Southern Peninsula to Michael Oak, mornings
and afternoons. Our bus leaves from Longbeach Mall, Noordhoek and makes a stop at
Silvertree Estate, Westlake. We currently have one pupil from Michael Oak every morning
and we have space for more. For more info call Debbie Mouton on 0680 666 070 or email
way2go.ch@gmail.com.

WE'RE LOOKING FOR ACCOMMODATION
Dear Community, Do you live nearby and are you going away
between Christmas and the end of the summer holidays? Our
daughter is getting married in early January 2020 and we have
relatives from the UK and New Zealand attending the wedding. We
are trying to find accommodation for them. Are there are any
families close by who would like house sitters? We will happily look
after your pets etc. for the duration. Our landline is 021 761 3717, or
contact Kathy Abbott on 084 299 5836, or Charles on 072 324 4935.

SPRING HOLIDAY LONG WEEKEND
GETAWAY SPECIAL: 20‐24 September
Stay 4 nights and pay for 3. Pringle Bay family home close to the
beach and town. Sleeps two families (10 people) comfortably but
also small enough for one family. Pet and child friendly with large
garden. R1500 per night. Contact Nick (c) 0828312730.

ADVERTISING IN THE LEAFLET
Donations for Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a
contribution to our Bursary Fund. Minimum donation R30.
Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900.
Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Note that all adverts (classifieds or display) will only be
published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3 insertions per term.

DEADLINE
for
Advertising
Please note that the
deadline for all
advertisements is
Thursday at 12
noon.
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Southern Cross Eurythmy Therapy Training

Anthroposophic Medical Lectures
MODULE 2 :

September - October
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Frog Walks at Kenilworth
Conservation Area
3 & 5 Sept.

Jerry and Fayruz, our enthusiastic and hardworking conservationists at
Kenilworth invite you, your family and friends to come along and join them at
KRCA next week for a froggytastic leap into the wetlands on another FROG
WALK to sight some of the most amazing amphibians found in an urban
surrounding. This event is free of charge! However, donations are welcome
towards conservation. Bookings are essential as places are limited so get into
contact with us to RSVP.
When?

Tuesday 3rd & Thursday 5th September 2019

Time?

18:30 – 20:30

Where? Kenilworth Racecourse, Wetton Gate entrance
Who?

5 years and older

Wear?

Warm clothing, gumboots or sturdy waterproof shoes.

Bring?

Torches, cameras and lots of ENTHUSIASM!

For Bookings:
Email:

conservation1K@kenilworthracing.com

Tel:

021 700 1843

*NB: the event will be postponed if heavy rain is forecast.

Next week is

ARBOR
WEEK
1 to 7 September

“Too many parents
make life hard for
their children by trying,
too zealously, to make
it easy for them.”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, poet,
dramatist, novelist, and philosopher
(28 Aug 1749-1832)
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THE LIFE OF THE
HONEYBEE
A BIODYNAMIC
PERSPECTIVE
with Gerard Frater
Join us on Saturday 21 September at De Zoete Inval Farm in Southern Paarl
where we will explore and experience the life of the honeybee from a
biodynamic perspective.
We will have talks and discussion in the morning, a healthy organic meal and
practical, experiential bee observations in the afternoon.
VENUE: De Zoete Inval Farm, end of Frater Street, Southern Paarl,
DATE: Saturday 21 September 2019
PROGRAMME:
9:30am tea/coﬀee
10am biodynamic beekeeping – the life of the honeybee
12pm lunch
1pm practical – opening of a beehive - questions and discussions
4pm ﬁnish
Cost R700 includes lunch and teas (members R500)

FOR BOOKINGS AND PAYMENTS PLEASE MAIL US AT

info@bdaasa.org.za
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CLASS 1 TEACHER

CLASS 5 TEACHER

BABYGROUP SUPERVISOR

is currently looking for a Class One Teacher
to start in January, 2020

The Waldorf education system is an
established, esteemed international
approach to education, with clearly deﬁned
parameters, methods of interaction and
curriculum. Michael Mount Waldorf School,
situated in Bryanston, Johannesburg, is
currently looking for a Class One Teacher to
start in January, 2020.

Michael Mount Waldorf School, in Bryanston,
Johannesburg is taking applications for a Baby Group
Supervisor to run the department which caters for
children between 4 months to 2 years of age. The
Baby Group is beautifully situated in a home
environment surrounded by lovely gardens. The
successful applicant needs to:

The successful applicant must be:-

The successful applicant must be:-

• Be a loving, caring individual who is selfmotivated;

• SACE registered

• SACE registered

• Have knowledge of Waldorf Schools ethos;

• Prepared to undergo further training in
Waldorf methods and curriculum

• Prepared to undergo further training in
Waldorf methods and curriculum

• Be in possession of an ECD / ECCE Diploma;

• Have an enthusiastic, energetic and
creative approach to teaching young
children

• Have an enthusiastic, energetic and
creative approach to teaching young
children

• Self motivated and have the ability to
work as part of a team

• Self motivated and have the ability to
work as part of a team

• Be proﬁcient in leading and mentoring staﬀ,
coupled with good administrative skills;

• Prepared to make a long term
commitment.

• Prepared to make a long term
commitment.

• Communicate eﬀectively and in a comforting
manner with parents;

Applications will be received at the School
oﬃce by email and should be marked for
the attention of the Personnel Mandate.
Only SACE registered and appropriate
candidates will be contacted.

Applications will be received at the School
oﬃce by email and should be marked for
the attention of the Personnel Mandate.
Only SACE registered and appropriate
candidates will be contacted.

The Baby Group will run from 7:00am to 5:30pm, on
a staﬀ-rotational basis, through out the year. Three
week’s leave will be permitted over the Christmas
holidays.

Applications should be sent to:applications@michaelmount.co.za

Applications should be sent to:applications@michaelmount.co.za

The Waldorf education system is an
established, esteemed international
approach to education, with clearly deﬁned
parameters, methods of interaction and
curriculum. Michael Mount Waldorf School,
situated in Bryanston, Johannesburg,

• Be competent and experienced in all aspects of
baby care;
• Able to create a nurturing and homely
environment for the babies;

The closing date for applications is 13 September.
Please forward CV’s to
cbharath@michaelmount.co.za

Every swipe
DOES make a
diﬀerence ...

