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A Wonderful Dads,
Dudes & Kids Camp
Mothers always want to know what happens at the Dads, Dudes and Kids Camp. The problem is
that it is way too hard to put into words. So, for any mothers reading this, I suggest chucking a
DVD of the movie Cast Away with Tom Hanks, and an old tattered copy of The Lord of the Flies by
William Golding into a blender and drinking the contents while watching an episode of Survivor.
That will give you a tiny inkling of what went down over the weekend.
This year’s camp was an absolute whopper with a record-setting 286 people (118 adults and 168
kids) attending. This is a remarkable achievement and the profundity of this was brought home
to everyone when it was revealed that the very first camp was made up of only nine adults,
along with their children. It seems the Dads, Dudes and Kids Camp is only gaining traction and
will be around for many years to come.
This last point is due in large part to the individuals who have
stepped up to take over the organising of the camp from those
whose children are now too old to attend. A big thank you to
everyone involved for your efforts – the camp was once again a
smoothly-run operation and this is no small feat considering the
logistics involved. To all the dads and dudes for whom this was
their last camp – both those who were involved in the origins
and organising of the camp, and those whose faces were such a
familiar sight over the years – know that it is being left in good
hands.

3

I suppose I can reveal a few things we got up to, but you didn’t hear it from me. There were the
usual campfire stories enjoyed over a mug of hot chocolate, activities like whittling and bread
making, the annual hike up to the waterfall and subsequent diving into ice-cold waters, visits to
the farm to pet the animals, the foofy slide (the number of people wasn’t the only thing that
increased in size this year), and general good times in the dam or running around the forest.
Petervale really is the perfect venue for this camp and we were blessed this year with perfect
weather – Saturday in particular being a scorcher with very little wind.
While bonding time with your child is what it’s all about, it’s an unspoken inevitably that at
some point your child will abandon you to go off and have fun with friends, and at this point all
dads and dudes have to go off into the wild and fend for themselves. Yes, nature is a harsh
mistress. One of my favourite aspects of this camp has always been the opportunity it presents
for the "big dudes" to connect with one another.
Whether it be people you’ve known for years but never
had a real, meaningful conversation with, people you
haven’t spoken with in a while, or people you’re meeting
for the first time, it’s amazing how this setting allows for
people to truly get to know one another on a deeper
level. I was particularly struck this year by the number of
dads and dudes attending the camp for the first time,
and how quickly conversation could flow. I like to believe
this is because we all share a common thread – not only
the fact that we are caring for children, but a shared
world outlook and system of values espoused by the
school these children attend.
Long live the Dads, Dudes and
Kids Camp!
Michael Joseph
-- Class 6 Parent

Photos: James Cook
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HIGH SCHOOL -- wrapping up the first term

Class 9's on their visit to the
Houses of Parliament on 14 March.

End of term fun!

Class 10's have perfected "the chair trick".

Michael Oak TERM DATES 2018

Dates are set by the SA Federation of Waldorf Schools:

Term 1 – Tues 23 January to Tues 20 March (HS & PS)
Weds 24 Jan to Tues 20 March (PG & KG)
Term 2 – Monday 9 April to Friday 22 June (HS & PS)
Monday 9 April to Weds 20 June (PG & KG)
Term 3 – Monday 16 July to Friday 21 Sep. (HS & PS)
Monday 16 July to Thurs 20 Sep (PG & KG)
Term 4 – Monday 8 October to Friday 7 Dec.

"Thank You"
for supporting
our school!

5

EXTRAMURAL ART CLASSES at Michael Oak – Terms 1 & 2
We had a wonderful 1st term, starting with
drawing and designing buildings creatively at
their level, inspired by stories, information
and many pictures of the Zeitz Museum of
Contemporary African Art building and other
buildings as well. We then went on to a
fabulous project using seven different colours
of clay, each child making a rock from a sea
pool, covered with the creatures and plants
from the sea and seaside, as well as drawing
and painting pictures and cards on a beach
and marine theme. The emphasis is on
fostering creativity, self-esteem and
enjoyment of art, while learning techniques
and a sense of aesthetics. On offer are a
variety of media, themes as well as 2-D and 3D projects, including those about the natural
environment (Sue’s speciality). Our artworks
are stimulated by South African and other
artists, as well as current and recent
exhibitions and topics.
Next term, projects will be chosen from
plaster of paris chiselled sculptures, chalk
pastel work, painting on canvas, creative clay
work including clay painting and varnishing,
tonal and coloured sketching, mixed media
artworks including collage, drawing and
paintings on personal themes, oil pastel
drawings based on artists from the African
continent, as well as various other drawing,
painting and creative projects. Do remember
you can put in requests for projects for the
2nd term! There will be differentiation as to
what the younger and older children do.

Jack Schoonraad Class 3

Joshua Judeel-Williams Class 3

Suha Adams Class 1

Ana-Maria Firer Class 3

Isabelle Judeel-Williams Class 6

Suri Adams Class 3

Kailash Fair Class 2

Kailash Fair Class 2

Days and times, 2nd term's art classes (1
session per week). Children may come to the
classroom used for art straight after school
(Class 8 room). Classes start starts Friday 20th
April, and children may join in the second
lesson or later.
● Friday 12.55 pm – 1.55 pm (Kindergarten,
Classes 1 and 2)
● Friday 2 pm – 3 pm (Classes 3 and 4 mainly,
but also Kindergarten, Classes 1 and 2)
● Friday 2.30 pm - 3.30 pm (an overlap class
for Classes 5, 6 and 7)
● Friday 3.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Classes 5, 6 and
7 or higher, as well as all other classes)
● Saturday 10.30 am – 11.40 am, or 11.50 am
if they stay for
a socialising break (6 – 13
yrs)
Also in Constantia (the Wynberg side) for all
age groups on a Thursday starting 19th April.
Fees are R850 a term, including materials and
firing. Visitors or ‘try-out’ pupils are welcome
at R110 a lesson. Detailed newsletters and
flyers can be found in the foyer. For more
information contact Sue [MPhil in Education
(Teaching) UCT and trained Waldorf teacher]
021-7946609, 083-2377242 or
snepgen@xsinet.co.za
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Community Notices
Please send all adverts to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

DOMESTIC CHAR SEEKS WORK
Portia, our excellent, cheerful and extremely responsible char has been
working for us for 16 years. We are moving to a retirement complex and will
unfortunately no longer be able to make use of her services. She is therefore
looking for work for one or two days a week. If you are interested, please
give me a ring. Moira Johnson 073 166 3314

LOOKING FOR WORK
I am Princess, 42 yrs old, living in Mfuleni. Looking for work, very good with
children. 1 year working with special need children and adults in Iris house for
hospice in Stickland. Qualified Au pair, CPR first aid level 1 and 2, Firefighting,
Health and Safety. Horse riding walk side therapist. Contact Princess: 083 722
4468 or 078 110 4668 or email: simayileprincess@gmail.com

AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE
Enjoy an aromatherapy massage in a peaceful space by an experienced and
qualified aromatherapist who is part of the school community. Based in
Kenilworth and happy to travel. Gift vouchers available too. Whatsapp Serai
on 084 605 2022

PADDLE BOARD FOR SALE

Michael Oak
Waldorf School
Michael Oak Waldorf School seeks to awaken the whole child towards
creative responsibility and to develop confident, balanced individuals
empowered to work with the challenges of today and tomorrow.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION /
GYM TEACHER
Primary and High School

 Experienced Physical Education / Gym Teacher
 Experience in Bothmer Gymnastics will be an advantage

WOODWORK TEACHER
Primary School

 Experienced Woodwork Teacher

Commencement date: 9 April 2018
We invite applications from suitably qualified
educators for the above-mentioned positions.

New inflatable stand-up paddle board: durable, ideal for up to 120kgs,
includes: hand-pump, back-pack, fin, carry handles, seat and adjustable
sports paddle. Perfect dam and river fun, easy to pack. Call Zion 0832314704

 Waldorf qualified and experienced teachers preferred

HOUSE TO RENT

These positions may lead to a full or part-time appointment.

House in Kenilworth for rent by owner. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, open-plan
kitchen with built-in oven & hob, lounge & dining area; study/office; enclosed
patio; braai area; garden patch; covered parking. R15,000 pm & R15,000
deposit. Available 1 May 2018. Call or Whatsapp Judith on 071 975 9701

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION: GREAT BRAK RIVER
Holiday house in front row spot on The Island, with full view of river, sea and
lagoon. Enjoy long shoreline walks, swimming, canoeing, and the abundant
bird and sea life. The cottage has a wide viewing deck, large enclosed stoep,
three bedrooms and can sleep ten.
2018 rates: Off-peak season: R750
p/night plus R120 p/psn/p/night; Peak season (Dec/Jan holidays): R1650
p/night plus R120 p/psn/p/night for min 4 people. For e-brochure contact Liz
Mackenzie lizmack@iafrica.com or (021) 761 8811

FLAT TO RENT
Lovely spacious 2 bedroom renovated flat in Kenilworth available 1 April.
R9800 per month. Plenty cupboards and light and a 5 or 10 minute walk from
school! Please contact Laura 079 527 6238.

Note change of date

Specific requirements for the posts are:
 Must be SACE registered
Please send your CV to: pschneider@michaeloak.org.za

Closing Date for applications: 16 March 2018

Michael Oak Waldorf School reserves the right not to fill or
interview for the position. An application in itself does
not entitle the applicant to an interview.
Should you not have heard from us by 30 March 2018,
consider your application as unsuccessful.

To get your MySchool card
speak to Genevieve
in the office
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Michael Oak Calendar
NB: Class Parents’ Meetings are usually at 7.30pm

Monday

Tuesday
20

28

Soul Care Conference at
Michael Oak

2

Family Day

9

APRIL
TERM 2 STARTS

16

11

12

13

8

Class 5 Parents Meet

Pesach ends

7

26

14

3

22

27

28

29

5

6

4

10
Diversity Evening

11

Class 4 Parents Meet

16

22

21

Cl 8 Second Hand Sale

17

Big Walk (TBC)

12

Class 10 Dance Social
Fundraiser

18

13

Craft Workshops
Medieval Festival at CWS

19
Shavuot

Ramadan starts

Regional Meeting at
Khanyisa 9am - 1pm

24

25

(Mother's Day)

20

Class 6 Market

23

Shavuot

15

Craft Workshops

Freedom Day

2

Class 6 Parents Meet

8

20

Trustees meet

HS Parents' Forum

Soul Care
Conference at
Michael Oak
1 APRIL
Easter Sunday

UCT Maths Competition

9

15

21

19
Fincom meet

25

MAY
Workers' Day

1

25

Holy Saturday

Vaisakh

18

Sunday

Pesach starts

10

Class 3 Parents Meet

14

31
Good Friday

6

Class 2 Parents Meet

7

30

Emergency Pedagogy
Training

5

School holiday

HS High School

Saturday
24

4

24

:::

23 MARCH

3

Links Meeting

30

29

Emergency Pedagogy
Training

17

23

22

PS Primary School

Friday

Human Rights Day

TERM 1 ENDS

27

KG Kindergarten :::

Thursday

21
Harvest Festival

26

::: PG Playgroup :::

Wednesday

2018

Shavuot

26

27

2

3

Fincom meet
PG Parents Meet

28

29

30
Hearing Tests

31

JUNE

1
Michael Oak's
56th Birthday

Hearing Tests

Hearing Tests

4

5

6

7

Links Meet

11

12

8

9

Trustees meet

13

14

15

19
Class 12 Plays

20
Class 12 Plays

21
Class 12 Plays

26
3
10
17

27
4
11
18

TERM 3 STARTS
All classes

23

22
Class 12 Plays

TERM ENDS PG & KG

25
2
9
16

16
Eid al-Fitr

KG Parents Meet

18

Primary St John's Festival TERM 2 ENDS PS & HS

28
5
12
19

25
Links Meeting

17

Class 12 Plays

Class 12 Plays

Youth Day

(Father's Day)

23
Class 12 Plays

29
6
13
20

24

Class 12 Plays
(final performance)

30
7
14
21

1 JULY
8
15
22

Craft Workshops

Nelson Mandela Day

24

10
Craft Workshops

26

27

28

29

Class 10 Fundraiser

ADVERTISEMENTS:

Donations for Community Notices

Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a contribution towards our Bursary Fund.
There is a Donations box at Reception for a donation of your choice.
Alternatively please use the bank account details below for an EFT transfer:
Standard Bank, Branch code: 025109. Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Please note that all adverts (classifieds or display) will only be published in the Leaflet for a maximum of 3 insertions per term.

Opinions in this newsletter belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za Editor Charles Abbott.
To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please e-mail to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

