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Update from the
Transformation
Committee
Dear Michael Oak Community
The Michael Oak Transformation journey is
top of mind as we seek deep learning and
growth within our school community during
2021. At the begining of this year, we met
with an external specialist to discuss the
various options to progress this work,
including a road map and resource
requirements and issues of personal safety.
Due to the nature of this journey, these
workshops need to be done in person and
this requires additional consideration. The
College of Teachers and Board of Trustees
are in the process of reviewing these
practicalities. We are committed to being
transparent with our progress and will share
all details soon, once we have firm dates and
processes in place. We are eager to begin
this journey of listening and learning, and we
are encouraged by our students and the
broader Michael Oak community.
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Class 7
Starting to
study the
Medieval
Period

Regards
Board of Trustees and the College of
Teachers.

The revamped Oval was put into
immediate use from the first day
of school. See more photos
throughout this Leaflet.
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Dads, Dudes & Kids Camp
Due to Covid-19 we have decided to postpone the Dads, Dudes and
Kids Camp which was scheduled for 12-14 March. We will keep you
posted as things unfold.
Simon Ekin and the DD&K Committee.

Welcome to
Michael Oak!

2020 Matric
Results
Matric results are due to
be released on 22 February

Class 6: Ibrahiem Gray
Class 5: Luisa Melo

FOUND

Class 9: Francisco Melo

Lost Property
Your absolute last chance
to reclaim lost property
from 2020 is this Monday 8
February, after which it will
be redistributed.
See photos on page 10.

This ring was found towards
the end of last year and is
still unclaimed. If you
recognise it please speak to
Faiza at Reception.

Class Photos from 2020

High School Prospectus
The High School Prospectus (digital version)
is available for download (5.5MB).
See 'Latest Posts' on our website
(www.michaeloak.org.za)
or click on the image below.

Class photos were distributed to all classes shortly after school
closed in December. If you did not receive yours please send an
email to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

Office / Reception Hours: Back to Normal
Dear Parents, our Office and Reception hours are back to
normal, i.e. from 07h30 until 15h00.
Due to Covid-19, parents and visitors are unfortunately not
yet allowed on school property. Should you need to visit,
please make an appointment (phone 021 797 9728) and wait
at the main gate.

Lunch on the new Oval pathway

Have you Watched our short video yet?
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High School: Classes (and breaks) under the trees

Matric maths group with Mr Mulidzi (standing)

Right: Mr September explaining the moves to a group
of Class 12s.

Below: Lunch break in the shade of the trees along
the railway line.
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Class One : First Day at School

Goodbye to Moms and Dads, and lining up to enter the classroom.

Hearts of gold, hearts of gold, listen to the story told.
Take each other by the hand, go out into the wondrous land.
Travel paths both new and old, ﬁll your heart with light and gold,
To be a shining Iight for all, brave and true a heart of gold.
This is our story song in Class 1 which started the journey of two
children to the king in his palace at the foot of the purple mountains. A
great storm meant that the children had to wait a little, but now by the
end of the first week the children have met the kind king and have
listened to his first stories.
It has been a wonderful start with the children in Class 1 especially
because of the songs, verses and stories they already experienced in the
safety of their homes in the week before coming to school. The children
delight in the familiarity and repetition.
It has been very special for Mr Randles and myself to observe the
children’s play and to see how many new friendships have started to
form already.
There is a great joy of simply being together!
A warm thank you to all Class 1 parents for their wonderful support; I
sense how this has brought our class together very quickly!
With love
Kristal Willemse
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Class One

Songs and rhymes with Mrs Willemse and Mr Randles.
Below: Discovering the playground equipment.

Below: Some drawings at the end of the ﬁrst week.
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Kindergarten
Morning Ring time in
Kathy's class. With Kathy
is Caitlyn, a student from
the Centre for Creative
Education, who volunteers
3 days a week in the
kindergarten classes.

In Anne-Marie's sandpit, digging and mixing.
Below: Placemats in Kathy's classroom.
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Class 3

The main hall foyer
has been temporarily
converted into the
Class 3 classroom.
Soundprooﬁng helps
to shield the foyer
from high school
drama sessions in
the main hall.
At the chalkboard -Mr van Blerk and
Titshalakazi.

Right: On the ﬁrst
day of school Mr van
Blerk introduced the
class to a new game
on the side court.
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Class 4
Local
Geography
Main Lesson
Class 4 has been
exploring the natural
feature of Table Mountain
through colour play!
We heard about how the
Table Mountain range
was born from a great
push from Deep below (a
loud mood of red) and
the sheet of ice which
once pressed down on
the softer table top rock
(a cold blanket of blue).
From these two intense
forces, our mountain was
born and shaped through
paint.
Leigh Moore

Games lesson on the Oval with
sports coach Kofi Mvumbi.
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Top: Class 7s in their temporary
classroom (the Movement Room), in a
language lesson with Titshalakazi.
Left: Class 4s entering the classroom
on the ﬁrst day of term. Mrs Goodall
(co-teacher with Leigh Moore) is
applying sanitiser.

Right: Class 2s
washing hands
after playtime.

As the main hall foyer is
being temporarily used by
Class 3, the tuckshop is
now serving the primary
school on the front stoep of
the admin building. From
next week the high school
will also be served -- from
the stoep outside Class 10.
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"What happened next ... ?"

Class 3s catch up on some reading.

Last
Chance!
Monday is very
deﬁnitely your last
chance to claim your
child's forgotten
clothing from 2020.
Have a careful look at
the photos to see if
you spot anything
that belongs to your
family.
Claim at school on
Monday only, after
which all remaining
items will be
redistributed.
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Rock Climbing Club for Children
What
High Adventure oﬀers, through facilitating a Climbing Club,
the opportunity for children to do rock climbing and abseiling on a
regular, weekly basis during term time. Children who have joined the
climbing club get access to the personal and group equipment
needed, are expertly supervised doing these activities to ensure a fun
and safe experience, and get training and coaching.
When
The sessions are currently on Mondays from 2.30 – 5.30pm.
It is useful to have the children arriving at the relevant parking/
meeting place a few minutes before the start of the session, and we
normally get back about 15 minutes after the end of the session.

Music lesson with Mrs Goodall, and jogging around the Oval.

Where
We use a range of accessible ‘single-pitch’ crags (small
cliﬀs) in the central Peninsula area (Lakeside, Silvermine), at Eagles
Nest crag above Constantia Neck, and the Glencoe Quarry in
Higgovale, unless the weather is bad (cold, wet and windy), in which
case we make use of the City Rock Gym or Block 11, both in Paarden
Eiland.
Who
Children from the age of 8 can be signed up for this. No prior
experience is necessary, nor is ownership of any specialised
equipment required. Children need to be able and willing to do some
mountain walking to access the crags. Obviously, they also need to
have an interest in and desire to do rock climbing and abseiling!
Transport
We meet at designated meeting points near the crags
for each session. Transport for the children needs to be arranged and,
ideally, provided by the parents. A lift club system is recommended.
Contact
Should you, as parents, be interested in ﬁnding out more,
or signing your child/ren up for this climbing club, please contact
Ross Suter on 082 4375145, or ross@highadventure.co.za . To those
who express an interest I will send, as email attachments, more
information and the Programme for the 2nd term of 2021.
I look forward to hearing from you, to meeting you and introducing
your children to the fun and exciting world of climbing on rock faces in
the mountains.
Regards, Ross Suter

Our Enrolment Secretary, Lynn Kerchhoﬀ has
recently authored a book entitled My Shack.
Read her story below ...
I am a wife, mother and the proud author of My Shack. My Shack is a riveting story
about growing up on the Cape Flats during the dying days of Apartheid and on the
dawn of South Africa’s new democracy. As the nation came of age, so did I. We’ve
all had those moments in life where we felt like we could no longer keep going and
that the pain and heartache of our past is our lot in life. I am here to tell you that it
does not have to be so.
“My desire is that as you embark on this journey with me, that hope will light the
dark areas within your soul and that you will begin to experience the healing, the
joy and the fulﬁlment of all that life has to oﬀer. “
With me telling my story I hope to inspire, to encourage and to say that despite it
all, I emerged and so can you! Join me, as we journey through My Shack – the story
of an 11 year old girl who grew into a woman of hope, a woman of worth and a
woman who understands what it means to stand, despite it all.

The book is available for purchase directly
from Lynn at school,
via www.myshack.co.za
and at all branches of
Reader's Warehouse.
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Community
Notices
Please send all adverts to
leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

LAGE ROOM AVAILABLE TO RENT
Beautiful large room with mountain views
and en suite bathroom available to rent at
Sophia House, Plumstead, for R4500 pm
negotiable from 1 March. Includes use of the
amenities, WiFi and off-street parking and
large garden. It is in close proximity to train
station, shops and the Centre for Creative
Education. The person should be openminded to Anthroposophical ideas as this
property is also the home of the
Anthroposophical Society.
To make
enquiries
contact
Caroline
at

coordinator@aswc.org.za

Invitation to All
Michael Oak Parents
Dear Parents,
We invite you to make use of the
Leaﬂet to advertise your business.

Whether you are an IT specialist,
tax consultant, bookkeeper,
dressmaker, electrician, webdesigner – or whatever your
speciality – please use these pages
to tell everyone what you can oﬀer.
We are sure there will be someone
in our community who can make
use of your services.

Send your details to
leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Every swipe DOES make
a diﬀerence

Note: new Thursday morning sessions
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Upcoming Online Workshops

Book now to experience the fruits of Michael's life-long love and study!
From our little village of McGregor in South Africa he can now share
country- and world-wide.
For further information contact Michael: kallosophiamg@gmail.com

Opinions in the Leaflet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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ADVERTISING IN THE
LEAFLET:
Donations for
Community Notices
Requires the service of a qualiﬁed and experienced
Part-time Woodwork Teacher
The successful candidate will need to adhere to the ethos of the

Please note that all advertisers are
expected to offer a contribution to our
Bursary Fund. Minimum donation
R30.

school and promote the holistic development of the learners.

Please use these bank details for EFT
transfers:

Please submit detailed C.V to the school

Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900,
Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School
Fundraising.

via email: cot@khanyisaschool.co.za
before Monday, 15th February 2021

Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Adverts will only be published in the Leaflet for a

Preference will be given to trained and experienced woodwork

maximum of 3 insertions per school term.

teachers.
Applicants should be ﬂuent in English and Afrikaans.
If you have not heard from the school after 2 weeks, please
consider your application unsuccessful. Khanyisa Waldorf
School has the right to withdraw the post at any time.

DEADLINE for all adverts is
Thursday 12 noon

