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We wish all
our Hindu
Families a
Happy
Diwali

How to Train Your Dragon
Introducing one theme in the upcoming Class 11 Eurythmy Performances
on 30 November: How To Train Your Dragon

Sport Next Week
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
sport as normal, but no table tennis
on Monday and Tuesday, because
the small hall will be used for Matric
Art moderation.
Thursday and Friday: No sport at all
on these days due to Secret Garden
Fair preparations.

Final Performances

Photo of a mural painted on the high walls in the Basilico in Venice Italy: “ArchAngel Michael Taming the Dragon”.

As is customary in the curriculum of Waldorf schools throughout the world, we ended the third
term by celebrating an uplifting and energizing Michaelmas festival. The bumper filled fourth
term began with the rich and varied Class 12 project presentations filled with many highlights
from their inspiring works - what a joy to share!

Friday 20, Saturday 21
at 7pm
Sunday 22 Matinee at 3pm
This year’s production of
The Two Gentlemen of Verona
is highly entertaining – full of
drama, romance, humour and
slapstick, and not to be missed.
The matinee gives more
opportunity to attend. The Class 9s
have put in fantastic effort and
commitment, ensuring a high
quality piece of work.

Currently, the riveting Class 9s Shakespeare drama performances of The Two Gentlemen of
Verona are enthralling us with their zest, humour, vitality, budding acting prowess, and much
more. A hearty congratulations to the Class 9s together with Graham and Diane Scannell and all
who have contributed to make it such a superb production.
Then, on the 28th October from 11am to 4pm, we are looking forward to welcome you to our
collaborative Michael Oak annual gala fair with this year’s celebratory theme being The Secret
Garden.
Moving on to the end of the year and the string of multi-cultural performances planned from
various classes, we are also in store for this year’s Michael Oak Class 11 Eurythmy performance.
On the morning of Thursday 30 November, the Class 11s will present their work to the whole
school. This will then be followed with a Class 11 Eurythmy performance at 7pm that evening
which is open to the public.
Now going back in time from the final Class 11 Eurythmy performance on 30 November to
Friday 24 November, Michael Oak will host a social and collaborative Eurythmy school day with
the Class 11s from both Constantia and Michael Oak. The Class 11s from both Waldorf schools
will have a Eurythmy sharing in the Michael Oak main hall of what they’ve worked on
throughout their Class 11 year. And we hope that, like last year, the Class 11s from both schools
will again have a good time sharing and getting to know each other better over some delicious
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treats, ice-cream and snacks. This collaborative Class 11 Eurythmy school day turned out to be a real highlight last year with much fun
and new friendships of mutual respect being formed.
Last week’s featured leaflet article by Graham Scannell on the Class 9s Shakespeare play and its role in nourishing the Class 9s along their
Waldorf curriculum journey has been upliftingly visible in their performances all week long. Looking forwards to when the Class 9
learners reach their Class 11 year, they will experience Eurythmy for the last time in their Waldorf school learning journey. Another
significant aspect of the Class 11 curriculum year is their experience of the epic tale of Parzival. This crafted learning journey includes a
nature camp that often opens up important spaces for inner reflection and stillness whilst simultaneously facilitating deeper
conversations and further life orientation insights as the Class 11 learner grapples with what to do after they matriculate.
Next, I’ll briefly introduce one music Eurythmy theme that the Michael Oak Class 11s have been working on. The theme is summarized in
a question and the title of a movie: “How To Train Your Dragon?”
Pianist Tim Hyslop and I have spent many hours co-creating an adapted musical composition specifically designed for the current Class
11s final Eurythmy piece, as their grand finale! This design draws on two themes from the musical soundtrack of the 2010 animated film,
How to Train Your Dragon. John Powell earned his first Academy Award nomination for his music. The mastering of these two unique
themes, the flying and the piccolo themes, are proving to be uplifting, challenging and dynamically suitable for the Class 11s through
their incredible efforts and good will. Together with the valuable assistance of my colleague and eurythmist Laura Engelke, the Class 11s
potential is mostly flourishing.
A while ago, I was asked by a current Class 12 whether this current year’s Class 11s can reach the high standard of last year’s Class 11
Eurythmy? And, specifically whether there is anything in this year’s programme to match the closing highlight of last year’s Eurythmy
performance - which was a highly adapted version of Handel’s Carillon music piece?
With the current Class 11s we are collaboratively striving to again do something special that connects us with the nature and challenges
of the tumultuous times that we are living through. We are also exploring what this may ask of us as learners in order for us to be better
equipped to handle what arises.
In the image below from the movie How To Train Your Dragon, we have the story of Hiccup, the main boy character in the film, befriending
and learning to joyfully fly on his friend the Dragon, called Toothless. Speaking metaphorically, we hope this picture and its story of
Hiccup befriending Toothless, the Dragon (of understandable resistances that naturally arise during creative works) can be seen as an
image of bridge building and a befriending of these understandable resistances which can help us better flow through our learning tasks
and life…?
This theme is also explored via speech in other parts of our Eurythmy programme, like through the poetry of Rumi's poem, “This being
human is a Guesthouse”, and other works dealing with “The Dark Angel” in humanity and the “Burning of our Masks”.
Enveloped in the opening image above of ArchAngel Michael Taming the Dragon,
Rudolf Steiner urged us to do our best to work constructively with the anti-social
forces that surge within us, our families, schools, nations and world. In his time,
Steiner further urged us at some point to also explore the “reciprocal relations
between the social and the anti-social forces” * -- even though these two, the
social and the anti-social forces, often seem to be conflicting polar forces that can
cause destruction and escalate conflict when things go wrong! The possibility of a
safe container exploring the harmonizing of some of these forces through creative
artistic works is a gift that the arts gives us, and is reflected in another of Rudolf
Steiner’s sayings: “Life is the constant creation and overcoming of opposites”. Of
course, this is open to many interpretations and much debate. At Michael Oak, we
attempt to befriend the individual and social diversity of the learner through
artistic, healing and pedagogical approaches in order to better meet the present
day needs of Waldorf students going forwards.
Perry Havranek – High School Eurythmist
* Steiner, R. Lecture titled Social and Anti-Social Forces in the Human Being, 12 December 1918.

Early Bird Choir for Enthusiastic Singers
On Thursday mornings from 7.00 am to 7.50 am
Dear children, parents and friends,
The sun is up earlier -- and so are we! This is an invitation to parents and
children from class 4 upwards to start the morning in joyous song. Besides
some warmups we will learn different songs, mainly for the Star Tree Festival.
We meet on Thursday mornings in the movement room. You don't have to be
an experienced chorister. All you need is the love for singing and the
commitment to practise for 7 Thursdays in a row. I need 15 people minimum.
Let me know if you are interested. Looking forward to hearing from you.
Christina Goodall 021 7976646

Boy (Hiccup) riding his friend the Dragon (Toothless)
from the movie How To Train Your Dragon.
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"The Two Gentlemen of Verona"

The cast of Class 9's production of The Two Gentlemen of Verona, just before their opening performance.

Welcome!
It is with great pleasure that we announce that Leigh Moore has been appointed
as the Class 1 teacher, starting in 2018. Leigh spent many of her primary school
years at Michael Oak. She is in the final stages of completing her BEd in Waldorf
Education at the Centre for Creative Education this year. As part of her studies,
she completed a number of teaching practicals at our school and she spent a
term as a teaching assistant in the upper primary school at the beginning of this
year. Her research project, Seeking Authenticity in a Waldorf Classroom, was
published in an international educational research journal last year.
She will observe the children in the Kindergarten and will spend at least a day in
each class later this term, so that the hand-over can be done smoothly. We wish
Leigh every success and happiness for her future here at Michael Oak.
Leigh will be joined by Andre van Blerk who is also completing his BEd at the CCE
this year and has been appointed as the class 1 assistant. Vincent Message, our
current class seven teacher, will be our full-time class 1 mentor.

Leigh Moore and Andre van Blerk

On behalf of the school community the College of Teachers welcome both Leigh
and Andre, and we wish them and the new class 1’s of 2018 all of the very best.

2017 Fair Surplus
The College of Teachers has decided that the surplus generated from this year’s fair will be utilized as follows:
50% - to the Nikiwe Nqiwa Memorial Fund. This fund was originally the Acorn Fund and renamed the Nikiwe Nqiwa
Memorial Fund in fond remembrance of Titshalakazi Nikiwe. These funds will specifically be used to assist supporting
diversity at Michael Oak.
45% - towards the development of the side field. The school has decided to build a multipurpose court on the side field.
These funds will be used to support this project, which post the fair should be fully funded and ready to go.
5 % - as donation to other Waldorf Schools in the Western Cape requiring financial support:
The College of Teachers
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ARTWALL at the SECRET GARDEN FAIR
The Artists
We are fortunate to have many talented artists in our school community who have kindly
donated works for the Art Wall to help raise funds at this year’s Fair on 28 October.
Here’s a little about these generous folk…

CLIPCLOP

MELANIE MEYER

Fiona Berrisford and Chris Berens
are parents to three children at
Michael Oak. Their company Clip
Clop makes a range of calendars,
maps and stationery inspired by
the tagline, “loving the living world
around us”. Their beautiful Africa
Moon poster shows the phases of
the moon and was first produced
for the year 2000 (the year of the
birth of Peter, now in Class 11!).
Southern Tides, which plots the
rise and fall of the tides against an
hourly grid, followed the next year.
Both these posters will hang on
the Art Wall in their new poster hanger frames.

After running a successful
architectural practice for
many years, Melanie decided
to focus full time on her
passions of art and
photography. She spends a
lot of time in nature and is
constantly inspired by the
natural world around her –
this is evident in her brilliant
work. She is an internationally
recognised artist and we are
very privileged to have her
etching hang on our Art Wall
this year.

·

Visit Clip Clops’ online shop at www.clipclop.co.za

·
For a chance to win these elegant posters, buy an Art Wall
ticket for R10 on Fair day or via Quicket

·
To view Melanie’s extensive online gallery, go to
www.melaniemeyer.co.za
·
For a chance to win this etching of a Namibian elephant, buy
an Art Wall ticket for R10 on Fair day or via Quicket

ISUNA® Ceramics
The ISUNA Ceramics Studio in Killarney Gardens, is home to a dozen ceramic
artists from townships around Cape Town. Their unique, hand-crafted and finely
decorated ceramics are full of colour and contrasts, and reflect abundant life,
movement and the rich tapestry of African indigenous art. Each piece goes
through multiple firing and glazing processes to ensure it is dishwasher and
microwave safe, and the finished products are individually signed underneath.
·

To visit ISUNA's Studio or to find out more please see www.isuna.co.za or
call 021 300 2779 / 084 686 4884.

·

For a chance to win these ceramic pieces, buy an Art Wall ticket for R10
on Fair day or via Quicket.
The items will be raffled individually except for the
mugs, which will be packaged in a group of 6.
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Celebrating
Diwali
Happy Diwali to all our Hindu community members!
Diwali originated as a festival to mark the last pre-winter harvest
in the mostly agricultural Indian society. People sought the
blessings of the goddess of wealth, Lakshmi [see image, right] ,
praying for financial success in the new year. Over the centuries,
the celebration of Diwali acquired different narratives among the
different parts and cultures of the subcontinent. Diwali means
"series of lights", and is derived from dīpam "light, lamp"
and oli "glow of light". Diwali is also known as dīpotsavam "festival
of lights".
Two members of our community share some experiences:
"To mark the joyous return of Lord Rama from his 14-year exile
from his kingdom, Hindus around the world light the streets and
their homes with clay lamps and fireworks, symbolising the return
of his light into their lives. This week each of the Class one
children made their own ghee lamp which they lit to celebrate
Diwali in solidarity with the Hindu children in their class and all
around the world. They had a taste of the sweet treats
traditionally prepared in Hindu homes and heard the exciting
story of Lord Rama and his adventures in the forest. For those
who are not sure of how to show solidarity, it would be very well
received if one greets a Hindu with a “Happy Diwali” on this day."
Ushma Mehta

“As a child growing
up, Diwali has always had
the same familiar feel about
it, evoking smells of incense
and rich oily sweet morsels
of deliciousness as we ate
our way into Gulab jambos
and the orange sweet
stickiness of jalebis. I now
try to offer my children that
The goddess Lakshmi
experience so we do go to the
temple in the morning, which
is joyously lit up and filled with
familiar faces of people I grew up around as well so many new
faces of people who come because they to acknowledge the day.
While the stories of Diwali do not necessarily resonate with some
of us, we celebrate because it is a time to reconnect with all the
memories and textures of childhood and to use the meaning of
Diwali to be joyous and generous with others. I now let my
children take little parcels of sweetmeats to offer to our
neighbours and to their class and to those in need. Later in the
day we eat more food and greet all whom we come across so
extending our circle of people. Everything is pretty and sparkly
leading into the night where we now only light sparklers and
lights. We dress up in shiny mostly new clothes which my children
then wear on special occasions for a while until they get absorbed
into their daily wardrobe. I don’t make as many sweets as was
custom in my childhood but just two or three different kinds so
that we can enjoy the suffocatingly rich taste of sweetmeats not
usually eaten. I celebrate because I know this faith and I don’t
know it well but it has given me the truth that there is no chosen
people or belief but that we can be and take from it what is good.”
Anonymous

To our growing consciousness. Love – the Diversity Group

Class 1 held a special Diwali ceremony yesterday

Send us your thoughts, to michaeloakdiversity@gmail.com
This is an opinion column. Views expressed here are of the individual/s who
wrote the article

Letter from Germany
The fine set of African drums made in Ghana featured fully in our recent Michaelmas
Festival. It was the birthday gift to the school from our dear friends in Germany, Gertrud
and Klaus Labudde. It was the inspiration of our music teacher, Christine Goodall, to
spend their money gift in this way, and when we told them of our choice, Getrud wrote in
response:
“You told me about the four wooden handmade drums from local trees of Ghana. What a
splendid idea of Christine Goodall! What a joy for Klaus and me too. You can imagine
that we would like to hear these instruments, and we can imagine, soon not only the
teacher but also your older pupils will be masters of drums. It really is the right gift for
your school in South Africa”.
Klaus Labudde, retired mathematics teacher from our Mother School in Stuttgart has fond
memories of Michael Oak from his visit years ago in celebration of his 70 th birthday gift
from his family. He sends rich memories and warm greetings to us all.
Thank you, dear Friends of Michael Oak, Getrude and Klause Labudde, now happily
settled in a beautiful retirement home in Germany.
Marion Penfold
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Valedictory 2017
Photos: Guy Hasewinkel

A Letter from a Parent

Heart Felt Gratitude
The Valedictory last Friday was a deeply emotional
and meaningful occasion. I wish to express
heartfelt gratitude to ALL the staff at Michael Oak
for their dedication, presence and warmth but
above all to the teachers that have given us 15
years of the most profound experiences. The
lessons and teaching style goes far beyond just
filling our children with information; the
imagination is stimulated and creativity developed
and nurtured so that our children can develop the
ability to think for themselves, to question and
explore in order to gain their own individual
understanding.
It was clearly obvious that this Class 13 is a deeply
connected group, rich with unique individuals,
highly intelligent, creative, resilient and deeply
caring. They are inspired to succeed in this year's
matric and will go on to take sincere responsibility
for themselves whilst make a huge difference in all
that they encounter.
Again gratitude for the teachers’ passionate and
committed input as they have held these
individuals with love and respect every step of the
way, seen them, acknowledged them and on
Friday honoured them.
Michael Oak certainly understands marking the
significant rites of passage of its pupils.This
Valedictory was carried out with such insight and a
personal knowing of each member of this Class...a
beautiful ending to a truly meaningful education.
Debbie Ludik

Michael Oak Waldorf School
REMEDIAL POST
We are looking for a part-time Remedial Teacher
with High School experience. Familiarity with
Waldorf methods will be an advantage.
Please sent your motivational letter and CV to:
Mrs Estelle Geldenhuys
Michael Oak Waldorf School
4 Marlow Rd
Kenilworth 7700
or egeldenhuys@michaeloak.org.za

Part Time Counsellor Required at Constantia
Waldorf School from First Term, January 2018

The suitable applicant should:
1.
Be registered as a Counsellor, Social worker, Educational Psychologist
or Clinical Psychologist.
2.
Have their qualification recognised by the HPCSA or the SACSSP
3.
Have experience working in schools
4.
Have a knowledge and/or interest in Waldorf education
Kindly send your letter of application with a two page CV to:
The College of Teachers, Constantia Waldorf School,
Spaanschemat River Road Constantia 7806,
Email: admin@waldorfconstantia.co.za ,Fax: 0862601221
Closing date for applications: 3 November 2017
If applicants do not hear or receive a response within 14 days of close of
application, it may be understood that the application has not been successful.

7

ULTIMATE FRISBEE Champions
Ultimate Frisbee is a very unusual game,
in many respects. Like many other sports,
it’s highly athletic, fast-paced, and very
competitive. It stands out (besides being
played with a frisbee instead of a ball…) as
one of the few games competitive sport
codes that is played competitively with
mixed-gender teams. It’s also a playerrefereed game, where the Spirit of the
Game is usually held in higher esteem
than winning a trophy.
That said, winning trophies is nice! And
this year, the Michael Oak Ultimate
Frisbee team took the honours at the
inaugural Cape Town U19 Mixed
Division Ultimate Frisbee competition.
And they did so in style! They conceded a
single point (against Claremont High), and
took fellow Waldorf school Constantia 110 in a compelling performance, where
every player scored a goal or assisted
(passed to score). A great team
performance, made even more special
because it was done without 5 of the
most experienced players – 4 to the Class
10 camp and one to illness.
Many thanks to Assistant Coach Jaco van
Niekerk and Sport Coordinator Claudia
McCaig for tremendous support, time
and energy in growing this sport at the
school. And a huge thanks to the parents
for lifting, coordinating, supporting, etc.
But to the players, congratulations on
playing a perfect season, going unbeaten
in all your games the entire year!
Ross Wanless, Frisbee Coach

Photos: Peter Wood

Karate
Josie Loubser from Class 7 and her Unison
Kata team train at Samurai Plumstead with
the wonderful Sensei Terence and Sensei
Trusha. She recently took part in the
Kimura Shukokai Karate Nationals in Cape
Town where 600 people competed (in
different categories) for 40 places at the
World Championships. Josie’s team won the
Silver medal for Girls Unison Kata and the
opportunity to train for the World
Tournament in Sweden in 2018.
Congratulations Josie!

Opinions in this newsletter belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za Editor Charles Abbott.
To receive the email edition of the Leaflet please e-mail to cabbott@michaeloak.org.za
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Michael Oak Calendar
NB: Class Parents’ Meetings are usually at 7.30pm

Monday

Tuesday

::: PG Playgroup :::

Wednesday

2017
KG Kindergarten :::

Thursday

PS Primary School

:::

Friday
20 OCTOBER

HS High School

Saturday
21

Sunday
22

Craft Workshops
Shakespeare's Two Gentlemen of Verona.
Friday and Saturday at 7pm.
Matinee 3pm on Sunday 22nd

23

24

Matric Art Moderation

30

25

Class 10 Parents Meet

31

NOVEMBER

1

7

13
Diversity Group 7.30-9.30pm

20

HS Camps

HS Camps

HS Camps

Class 4 Camp

16

Parzival Camp

Parzival Camp

22

28

4

5
Greek Play

11
18
25
1 2018
8
15
22

JANUARY

6

Parzival Presentations

12
19
26
2
9
16
23

HS Camps end

Orange R. trip ends

KG Biggies' Camp

18

24
Class 3 Camp
Class 5 Camp

30
Matric Farewell

PIP Talk 10am - 12pm

19

Parzival Camp

23

29

KG Sunset Picnic

12

Class 2 Sharing

Class 6 Camp
Class 7 Camp
KG Biggies' Camp

Parzival Camp

Trustees

27

11

17

Orange River
Trip begins ...

HS Social TBC

Class 5 Play 2.30pm

Class 3 Camp
Class 5 Camp

Sporting Day

5

Class 1 Sharing 9.00am

10
Class 6 Camp
Class 7 Camp

21

4

Class 4 Camp

Class 6 Camp
Class 7 Camp

Links Meeting TBC

Class 3 Sharing 6pm

3

9

New Class 1
'Meet the Teacher' 7.30

Parzival Camp

2

Class 4 Camp

15

29

2017 FAIR

Class 6 Camp

14

Diversity Links 6.30-7.30pm

28

Diversity Evening

8

HS Camps until Fri 10

27

Trustees meet

HS Forum

6

26

Eurythmy Presentations

7
HS Soiree

14
21
28
4
11
18
25

31

1

26

Class 4 Play 2.30pm

2

3
KG Festival

Class 7 Play

8

9

10

15
22
29
5
12
19
26

16
23
30
6
13
20
27

17
24
31
7
14
21
28

2

3

4

KG Biggies Farewell

Star Tree Festival

13
20
27
3
10
17
24

25

Class 3 Camp
Class 5 Camp
Eurythmy Sharing
with CWS
1 DECEMBER

TERM 4 ENDS

TERM 1 STARTS

29

31

FEBRUARY

Community Notices
BEACH FRONT FLAT IN FISH HOEK
Spend some holiday time at the sea without having to drive too far. Our
spacious flat has magnificent views and is less than one minute’s walk from the
beach. It is self-catering and can sleep five. Spend a relaxing weekend there to
recover from the Fair or take advantage of the few time slots still available in
the holidays. Contact Peter Mayson
on
08 33 77 22 84,
peter.mayson@gmail.com or check it out on www.airbnb.com/rooms/

FEMININE CARE: HEMP CLOTH PADS
Cloth pads are kinder to your body, kinder to the environment and kind to your
purse. Hemp is naturally anti-microbial, antifungal and resistant to mould and
mildew. It is three times more absorbent than cotton and softens with each
wash. Its exposure to chemicals in the growth
phase and for its conversion to cloth is the lowest
amongst fabrics used to make cloth pads. The first
10 sets in this new range will sell at a 40% discount
price. Email indigobluemooncloths@gmail.com Or
call 0623572211 to order or get more information.

SECURE 3 BEDROOM HOUSE TO RENT
IN DECEMBER
Short term holiday accommodation available in a secure 3 bedroom
family friendly house with garden and built in braai in Kenilworth.
Whatsapp/sms Serai 084 605 2022 for more info.

HOUSE WANTED TO RENT
A Brazilian family of 4 people is looking for a house to rent from
January 20 to March 1. Mother is a teacher at a Waldorf school and
father is a retired teacher and works very well with carpentry and
construction for small repairs, so the house would certainly be well
cared for. Please contact Dirce Teresa Guarda if you can help.
dirceteresaguarda@

HOUSE AVAILABLE TO RENT
15 Bray Rd, Kenilworth, 10 mins walk to school. R14,000 pm. Contact
the agent Debbie at 083 387 7185.

HOUSE FOR SALE
13 Bray Rd, Kenilworth (next door to house in advert above). Walk to
school! House not yet on market, but contact me for more details.
Charles Abbott 072 324 4935 or cabbott@michaeloak.org.za .
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Michael Oak
TERM DATES 2018
Dates are set by the SA Federation
of Waldorf Schools:

Term 1 – Tues 23 January to Tues 20 March
Term 2 – Monday 9 April to Friday 22 June
Term 3 – Monday 16 July to Friday 21 Sept.
Term 4 – Monday 8 October to Friday 7 Dec.

KINDERGARTEN ASSISTANT TEACHER REQUIRED
Gaia Waldorf School seeks a person with a background/qualification (minimum level 4) in Early
Childhood Waldorf Education to start January 2018. This post would be suited for an individual who
is reliable, punctual, honest, creative and who takes initiative, has a good command of the English
language and is committed to working with young children.
The ability to work as part of a team is essential.
Application and curriculum vitae to: The College of Teachers, admin@gaiawaldorf.co.za
Closing date for Applications: Friday 27 October 2017
If applicants do not receive a response within 14 days of close of application, the application has not been successful.

Tel. 021 447 0546
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At 8pm on Friday 20th October, the Symphony Choir of Cape Town, together with
The Philharmonia Choir of CT will be performing Felix Mendelssohn's dramatic
oratorio, Elijah at Jameson Hall. We will be accompanied by the UCT Symphony
Orchestra and the soloists will be Soprano: Jennifer Bird-Ardidsson, Alto: Jacobi
De Villiers, Tenor: Lunga Hallam, Bass: George Stevens and conducted by
Alexander Fokkens.
The concert takes place at Jameson Hall on the upper Campus of UCT. Parking is
available on the many parking areas on the campus, probably most convenient
will be the ones above the Leslie building, the upper ring road and the tennis
courts. Disabled parking is available near the side entrance accessed from
Library Road. University Avenue is closed by booms and will not be accessible.
There will be refreshments served before the concert and during the interval in
the Molly Blackburn Hall in the Students' Union Building.
The Old Testament story told in the oratorio is a very dramatic one which
Mendelssohn modelled on the great choral works of Bach and Handel whom he
greatly admired. The setting is Israel gripped by drought and in addition to
describing the resurrection of a dead youth there is a most dramatic episode of
the contest of the gods, in which increasingly frantic prayers by the prophets of
the god Baal fail to entice him into producing a fire under a sacrificial bullock.
Elijah on the other hand is successful in his appeal to Jehovah and the fire from
heaven consumes the offering and the prophets of Baal are slain. Part I is
concluded by the bringing of rain to parched Israel through Elijah's prayers. We
could do with an Elijah right now here in the Cape but I guess that Patricia de
Lille does not quite wield the same amount of influence.
Part II depicts the prosecution of Elijah by Queen Jezebel, his retirement to the
desert, his vision of God appearing, his return to his work, and his ascension on a
fiery chariot into heaven.
Seating is reserved and tickets will cost R200, available from Quicket.at
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/32161-elijah/#/seats
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Anthroposophy Today:

Searching for the New
Mysteries in Africa
Michael and Briar Grimley
16.00 – 18.00
This Sunday 22nd October 2017
Sophia House, Plumstead, Cape Town
Cost: R40, Members of ASWC R30,
students and pensioners R20
This Anthroposophy Today session is to celebrate the 7th
Anniversary of KalloSophia.
This will be done in two parts:
Firstly, they will share their seven year KalloSophia journey with
a brief overview of KalloSophia by Briar, and through shared
memories and experiences with past participants.
This will be supported by an exhibition. Past participants do
come and be with us!
Michael will then introduce a new KalloSophia project, ‘Africa
Revered’, which will dream into the mysteries of our mother
continent in the quest for seeds for the new mysteries in Africa
through story, myth, legend and art, and which will be supported
with deepening insights.
This project was inspired by experiences of the rich cultural and
spiritual life of Africa which stands in stark contrast to the image
of a dark continent struggling to find its place in the world.
Inspired by the vast and varied spirituality and cultures of Africa
they aim to share through cultural lore aspects of this diversity.
They have chosen to research aspects of African spirituality, the
Judaic/Christian culture of Ethiopia, Islam and Arabic culture,
and the impact of Western and Eastern esotericism. A special
focus is their search for the seeds of the new mysteries in these
diverse spiritual streams.
Michael will be presenting a brief overview of these streams in
their geographical and historical contexts.

The Cosmic
Jewellery
in the
Foundation
Stones of the
Heavenly
Jerusalem
A talk by
Michael Merle
In the Apocalypse of John
we find of all the image
components of the
Heavenly Jerusalem the
name of the twelve precious
stones of the priestly
breastplate of old which can
illuminate the soul virtues
and spiritual
transformations of the
future.
This lecture presentation
will endeavour to explore
the mineral, human and
cosmic twelvefold qualities
of the Heavenly Jerusalem
through a spiritual
understanding of the name
and elemental composition
of the twelve precious
foundation stones.

ALL WELCOME
Venue: Sophia House,
18 Firfield rd.
Plumstead
Time: Saturday 28
October, 7.30pm
Entrance R40, reduction
for pensioners and
students of R20

