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2021 'Live Fair'
Feedback from
College
Dear Michael Oak Parents and
Guardians,
Due to the realities of the COVID
pandemic and the uncertainty as we
move into the second half of the year,
the College of Teachers has made the
decision that plans for a live, on-site
Fair will not be possible this year. The
risk of creating a ‘super-spreader'
situation is very real, as attempting to
ensure all protocols are upheld is
unrealistic. Furthermore, College
believes that the amount of work
required to make an on-site Fair
compliant with all the required
regulations is not worth the effort for
the relatively small number of people
who would be allowed on the
premises.
We are deeply aware of everyone’s
wish to spend time together and to
build and deepen the relationships
within the Michael Oak community.
We are extremely grateful for the
work that the Class 6 Fair Committee
have put into their vision and the
extent to which they have grappled
with how we could work with the
challenges facing us. We thank you all
most sincerely for this.
The College would like Class 6 to
consider arranging a series of smaller
community-oriented events that
would allow for a safe meeting of
parents and children. We are also
intrigued by the proposed plan to
offer an online sales channel for the
selling of crafts and other items. We
look forward to hearing more about
these plans.
We understand that this decision may
be disappointing for many in our
community, but please know that it
has been deeply considered and has
been made in the best interests of
everyone involved.
Kind regards
The College of Teachers
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Some
Quiet Time
Just for
Reading
Class Threes
enjoyed a reading
lesson outside on
Thursday afternoon
before hometime.
See also pages 4 and 5

Strengthening an Oasis of Positivity
in an Ocean of Turmoil
Viewed by an outsider who keeps abreast of worldly affairs and developments, Michael Oak
shines out like a real ‘oasis of hope for positive change’ in a world embroiled in turmoil and
conflict. What is at the foundation of all this upheaval? Broadly speaking it is a reluctance to
embrace the overdue changes which need to take place in all spheres of life to avert humanity
from devolving into chaos.
What manifests everywhere in the world is a ‘disconnect’ between government structures and
the people who they should be serving. Schools and clinics and supermarkets have been burned
to the ground in our country because that is the only approach that seems to draw the attention
of the powers that be to the plight and the voice of those communities which feel overlooked
and neglected. This cannot be condoned, but it does highlight the fundamental problem –
namely: the breakdown of relationships between people in power and the general population.
This breakdown of relationships is a signature tune of our time. It is to be found on the home
front, within families, in the work place and between nations. The primary reason for this is that
we have become very isolated as we have woken up to our own individuality and so easily devote
all our efforts to looking after only ourselves at the cost of others. This means that there is no
binding common ground between me and another unless I create it. Relationship of whatever
kind has to be created in our time if it is to be fruitful. It is not just there as a matter of course
any longer.
The success of a school like Michael Oak is entirely dependent on the quality of the relationships
that are nurtured between all the people involved in its life. What cements these relationships is
on the one hand the common endeavour to facilitate every single child in making their next
rightful step of growth and development into their own truth and potential – and on the other
the deep and openly displayed respect that each person has for every other. This can only come
about in a climate and culture of mutual support by all concerned.
— to Page 2

2
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Such a relationship in our time is always fragile and delicate at first
and needs to be nurtured carefully and lovingly. That means that it
needs to be a conscious deed and not just an unconscious and
unwelcome necessity. Imagine what we could bring about if we set
out every morning to consciously bring a healing intention into
every single encounter of our day. When we do this, we
automatically disarm and approach the world out of a sense of
compassion and interest. This is the change that we need to bring
into the world. It is a whole new paradigm which is governed by
love and compassion and wishes to replace the old paradigm of
competition, aggression and fear. This new way of being is
infinitely more powerful in bringing about a sustainable future
than is the old way of being. When we don’t consciously make this
change in ourselves, we live unconsciously and what informs our
relationships is fear, the need to justify ourselves and aggression.
All of these are destructive to myself, to society, to relationship and
to a school. This is the lazy way out and is unfortunately the norm
in the modern world. Being destructive is far easier than being
creative.
What sets Waldorf Education in general and Michael Oak in
particular apart from the norm is a long history of nurturing
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fruitful relationships. What is tangible to a stranger visiting the
school is that everyone there is imbued with a deep love for the
task at hand. This makes it an oasis of positivity which is precious
beyond words and imbues all of the children in it with a new
culture of how to be in the world and how to contribute to healing
in the world.
These wonderful qualities of this gem of a school are currently
under threat and could easily and quickly be lost through nothing
other than rampant fear which seems to dominate the hearts of so
many people today. This inner culture needs to be urgently
strengthened by everyone who has the education and future of
their children at heart. Our every thought, word, and deed in
relation to the school either strengthens or weakens it – there is no
neutral ground. We need to ask ourselves daily – “Do I want to be
part of the new, spiritually strengthened future which refuses to
bend to fear and can therefore contribute to the birthing of a
culture of creative freedom, or am I happy to be swallowed up in
the swamp of fear which is the death rattle of a dying, old and no
longer effective paradigm?” The first choice requires inner activity –
the second is one of passive resignation.
Richard Goodall

Proposed 2021/2022
Board of Trustee Candidates
4 August 2021

3

Staff
2021

Prestige Photographic Group (Pty) Ltd

Not in the photo:
Hayley Africa
Richard Cox
Laura Engelke
Sarah Ferguson-Brown
George Gabriel
Perry Havranek
Robin Howe
Timothy Hyslop

Afrikaans Teacher
High School Teacher
Eurythmist
Art Teacher
Business Manager
Eurythmist
Maintenance & Facilities Supervisor
Musical Accompanist

Christopher Mathimba
Hazel Meneto
Helen O'Hagan
Mascha Rutherford
Ingrid Salzmann
Leueen Scharnick
Emma van der Vliet

Facilities Maintenance
Kindergarten Aftercare Supervisor
Handwork Teacher
Handwork Teacher
Accompanist
Afrikaans Teacher
High School Teacher

Application for Annual
Fee Assistance for 2022
Parents who wish to apply for fee assistance
for 2022 can receive an electronic fee
assistance form by emailing Pam Schneider,
Bursar, at pschneider@michaeloak.org.za.
These forms need to be completed in full and
returned with supporting documentation by
close of business on Monday 23 August
2021. It is our intention to have the selection
process completed by the end of Term 3.
Please note that it is the expectation of the
Board of Trustees that parents who receive
this assistance “give back” to the school by
actively participating in the various working
groups and activities at Michael Oak.
Participation in and around the school is
taken very seriously when considering
applications.
Pam Schneider, Bursar
(on behalf of the Fee Assistance Committee)

Michael Oak has pledged
125
Santa Shoeboxes
for 2021!
Gather your classmates
and sign up for Santa Shoebox
in our Team Pledge by emailing
mowssantashoebox@gmail.com

Find all the info you need at
https://santashoebox.org.za/
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MATRICS : Language Moderation and
Physics Practical

AFRIKAANS FINAL ORAL MODERATION: On 2 August these 5
matriculants performed the oral moderation live on Microsoft teams. The
learners excelled, so much so that Vashti Josias scored 100%. It's a first! In
the photo, left to right, are: Thomas, Tom, Jai-Ju, Vashti and Zintle.

Class 3
Reading
Lesson

PHYSICAL SCIENCE:
Physical Science students
doing their Electric Circuits
Practical on determining
the internal resistance of a
battery.
Because we couldn't have
all the students touching
the apparatus, we made
use of an online simulator.
David Machado

Trees make
good reading
companions!
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Alumni News
We heard news a few days ago that former Michael Oakie Makayla Loubser has
been awarded a full tennis and academic scholarship at the University of North
Alabama. She will be studying business with a view to do Law post graduation.
Of her time at Michael Oak, her proud parents Gheneez and Tony wrote: "Michael
Oak education gave her an amazing base which will support her in her future years
of study. We are particularly grateful for the years spent with Vincent in Primary
and Christina in Playgroup. This community support has been invaluable, making
her confident to achieve in the next part of her career."

A Few Recollections as a Class Teacher

Leaﬂet 10, 2017

How time passes. I was Makayla’s class teacher in Primary
School and writing this for her now, a whole raft of memories
come tumbling into mind!
“Big Mak” as she was affectionately known – there was a
“Little Mac”, too – was a pillar of strength in the class. Always
friendly, she was, for me as a class teacher, the litmus test of
the children’s well-being. Her careful, considered and friendly
input into the life of the class was always indicative of the
mood of the lesson or activity. If Makayla was fine, then the
class as a whole was too and as a teacher I could heave a sigh
of relief secure in the knowledge I was on the right track!
Academically, artistically and socially I was always astounded
at the level at which Makayla managed considering her
passion for tennis and the hours she spent on the court. Work
was always up to date and done to a high standard. But it was
her warm being and open friendliness that helped make the
class a kind and cohesive whole.
Now Makayla is off on her great adventure and the ball is
firmly in her court.
I am sure that she will manage the return of serve in her
inimitable way and make us all proud to have known her.
Go, Big Mak, and follow your dream.
Vincent Message

Leaﬂet 8, 2016
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KINDERGARTEN Lantern Festival
The eagerly awaited Kindergarten Lantern Festival
took place on Wednesday evening at Keurboom Park.
The festival was postponed this year due to Covid
restrictions. The children enjoyed a lantern-lit walk
around the park, singing their lantern songs (and
listening to the clicking frogs) and were each given a
special tasty treat before heading home.

Photo: Amy Lester
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CLASS 9 : GEOGRAPHY Main Lesson
Presenting (drum roll...) ‘The Class 9 Geographers’ have Rock Star Talent!!
The focus of Class 9 Geography Main Lesson this year was Geomorphology. We started
with a broad overview and then shone a spotlight on the Geology of the Western Cape…
as well as on our in-house ‘Rock Stars’, whereby, in the form of a project, the students
were required to research a particular geological feature and present their findings in a
creative and inspiring manner.
An important criterion was that they educated their peers through their presentations
and boy, this certainly did happen! News presentations, poems, rap songs, dance
moves and more!
Lindsy Carter-Bolus -- High School teacher
A group that was unable to present on
the day, sent through this super clip …..
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This spotted eagle owl spent the entire Monday morning
perched in the big guava tree outside Aftercare, attracting
great interest from the entire school.

Online Waldorf Education
Foundation Course offered
Prelude to Great Things (Again)!
From Mumbai to Portugal, from Lithuania to London, last year`s
Prelude Foundation Course in Steiner Waldorf Education
attracted an extraordinary range of participants, all of whom
wanted to increase their knowledge and understanding of this
remarkable education. Parents, teachers, trustees,
homeschoolers, support staff and former students joined the 30
one-hour Zoom sessions between September and July, hosted by
a wide range of experienced tutors. For some of the participants
the course was just the nudge they needed to commit to a
Steiner-Waldorf teacher education programme. For others it was
the perfect introduction to a school system they had found
themselves working in or were thinking of sending their children
to in the future.
The course relaunches in September and we are hoping that our
shared time-zone(s) will make it accessible to those on the African
continent who would like to extend their knowledge. We are
offering a discounted rate for those who want to join us from
outside Europe of £220 Sterling for the whole course, or £15 for
individual sessions.
The first (free) session is on September 13th . The course then
runs until the end of June 2022.

Details can be found at www.aswte.org, or e-mail
alan.swindell@aswte.org.uk
Alan Swindell -- Prelude Course Lead

https://www.aswte.org/foundation-course/
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Community
Notices
Please send all adverts to
leaflet@michaeloak.org.za

DELIGHTFUL NANNY
Nomvuyo- energetic, creative, lively - is looking for
work as a nanny. Nomvuyo has completed our
Bridging Polarities Art Training and comes highly
recommended. Contact Nomvuyo 063 6376634 or
Ilana Rudolph 0763967977

ADVERTISING IN THE LEAFLET:
Donations for Display Adverts and
Community Notices
Please note that all advertisers are expected to offer a
contribution to our Bursary Fund.
Minimum donation R30.
Please use these bank details for EFT transfers:
Standard Bank, Branch: 02510900,
Acc. No.: 071885382
Acc Name: Michael Oak School Fundraising.
Ref: ‘Leaflet-Ad’
Adverts will only be published a maximum
of 3 times per school term.

DEADLINE for all adverts is Thursday 12 noon

School Opening / Closing Times

Admissions open - come and see for yourselves
the unique holistic Waldorf oﬀering for your child
at our Open Day on 14th August.
Waldorf education.... every child deserves it ❤
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We are facilitating regular
workshops for parents and
students, both online
and face-to-face.
Next workshop: Face-to-face
Saturday morning, 14 August
Time: 10:00-12:30
For: Students, Gr 7-9 age range
Venue: Michael Oak
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Invitation to All
Michael Oak Parents
Dear Parents,
We invite you to make use of the
Leaﬂet to advertise your business.
Whether you are an IT specialist,
tax consultant, bookkeeper,
dressmaker, electrician, webdesigner – or whatever your
speciality – please use these
pages to tell everyone what you
can oﬀer.
We are sure there will be someone
in our community who can make
use of your services.

Send your details to
leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Raise funds for Michael Oak
every time you swipe your
MySchool card
Apply for your card online at www.myschool.co.za
or speak to Lynn Kerchhoff in the Office

Opinions in the Leaﬂet belong to the contributors, and are not necessarily those of the school.
ALL advertisements must be sent to leaflet@michaeloak.org.za.

Editor: Charles Abbott

To receive the email edition of the Leaﬂet please email cabbott@michaeloak.org.za

